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Amherst, March 10, 1864.—I have al- 
ways regarded schools as a very impor- 
tant auxiliary in mission work. I be- 
lieve they ought to be encouraged and 
sustained as far as possible without in- 
fringing on the work of preaching and 
the distribution of the Scriptures and 
tracts. Hitherto expense has been a 
great obstacle in the way; but that ob- 
stacle is being removed. The people 
themselves are coming forward in sup- 
port of education. They are ready in 
the large towns not only to pay for books, 
stationery, &c., for their sons, but also to 
pay tuition fees. The government also 
are coming forward nobly in aid of edu- 
cation ;—not, as some have supposed, to 
provide men’ for government offices, but 
to elevate the people. 


The Government and Schools. 


For thirty years a government school 
has been supported in Maulmain, the 
pupils being perfectly free to go into 
any business they choose on leaving 
school. They now give grants-in-aid to 
schools throughout India. The church of 
England, Catholic, and our own schools 
in Maulmain, receive grants. They do 
not intermeddle with the management 
of the schools at all; all that they require 
is that a useful education shall be given. 
Those in charge can teach religion as 
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much as they choose and according to 
their own views; they can require the 
pupils to attend chapel and Sabbath 
school; in fact, they are perfectly un- 
trammelled. 


Demand for a Teacher. 

For our two boys* schools in Maul- 
main the government have appropriated 
1600 rupees a year for three years from 
last May. Had we a man trained for 
teaching, whose heart is in the work, 
I have no doubt the grant would be much 
increased at the end of that time. The 
greater part, if not the whole salary of a 
good teacher could be met on the ground,. 
aside from paying assistant teachers and 
other expenses of the schools, provided a 
man should come who is willing to take 
up with a missionary’s salary. 

Most of the children of the Christians. 
now attend the school near my house:. 
The teacher was formerly-a soldier and 
not educated. He has labored to im- 
prove himself, and has done very well; 
but he begins to grow weary, and desires 
more lucrative employment. I now pay 
him and his wife rs. 100 a month, a Bur- 
man teacher, thirty-five, an assistant Bur-. 
man teacher, ten ; in all, 145 rs. a month. 
This and incidental expenses are met by 
the grant-in-aid and tuition fees, and fif- 
teen a month paid by the native church. 
Had we a popular teacher, the school 
would increase, and tuition fees alone 
would amount to more than a hundred a 
month. 
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The school in Dinewongwen is in the 
midst of the most densely populated part 
of the town, where there are very few 
foreigners, With a good teacher, I have 
no doubt it would soon have 150 pupils 
at one rupee each. The grant for that 
school is but rs. 600 a year, but would be 
greatly increased if the school were ren- 
dered efficient. I hope soon fo obtain a 
man who will be a good assistant to any 
qualified teacher. My firm conviction is 
that a good teacher from America would 
receive a support from these two schools, 
and would require nothing from home 
aside from house rent, medical and trav- 
elling expenses; and I think with a 
whole-souled teacher the income of the 
schools and government grants would 
meet even these. 

Character of Existing Schools. 

Is it not worth while to avail ourselves 
of this means of doing good? If we do 
not take hold of this work, we may rest 
assured we shall be left with little power 
to do good in the great cenfres of influ- 
ence; others will take the work out of 
our hands. It is not as in America.— 
There are no schools in the country ex- 
cept a few government schools, where 
religious instruction does not hold a 
prominent place. In the native schools 
taught by the priests, there is actually no 
useful knowledge imparted aside from 
reading, writing, and a very little arith- 
metic: Stories of Gaudama and worth- 
less trash, such as that the sun revolves 
around Myenmo mount, causing night 
and day, and that the inhabitants of the 
great western continent have faces in 
the shape of the moon at the eighth day 
of its waxing or waning, are constantly 
crammed into the minds of the boys; and 
while they are in school, they learn the 
prayers which they continue to repeat 
before their idols during life. 

In the Church of England schools, as 
well as the Catholic, religious instrue- 
tion holds a prominent place. It is not 


given by stealth, but openly and avow- 


edly. So in our own schools, there is no 


‘limit but our ability to teach the gospel 


of Christ to all our pupils. The parents 
expect that we will tench our religion to 
the children. 

If we give up schools to the Church of 
England and Catholics, it is my opinion 
that we may about as well give up the 
field to them. The Church of England 
commenced work in Maulmain about 
four years ago, and are at the present 
time commencing in Rangoon. Though 
T have done my utmost in Maulmain to 
keep up schools as well as preaching, I 
see that we are fast losing our vantage 
ground ; and that unless a man can come 
out to take hold of the school depart- 
ment, we must within a very short time 
be left quite in the back ground. The 
outlay of mission funds required will be 
so small that it need not interfere with 
the strengthening of the preaching de- 
partment at all. This matter should be 
taken into immediate and prayerful con- 
sideration. There is no time to lose.— 
Onur missions have cost us too much to be 
lightly handed over to others, who mingle 
pernicious errors with the truth. 


Plea for and Benefits of Schools. 


But it may be said, the apostles did 
not have schools. No, neither did they 
have printing presses, or, so far as we 
know, distribute Scriptures or tracts.— 
If God places in our hands a means for 
good which the apéstles did not possess, 
shall we not ‘use it’? At very little ex- 
pense we can have two or three hundred 
children constantly-under religioud fFain- 
ing in the town of Maulmain. -We can 
have access to the families of all these 
children, and as one set leaves, another 
will come into school ; and even if many 
of them gre not immediately converted, 
yet a great amount of religious knowl- 
edge will imparted, and truth, both 
religious and scientific, will more and 
mote pervade the minds of the people, 
and’ by God’s grace weaken the hold of 
Buddhism upon them and prepare the 
way for the coming of a Glorious day of 
gage. Then those really converted in 
our schools will be prepaggd to take a 
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higher stand as supporters of the cause 
of Christ and preaching of the gospel 
than they otherwise could have done. 

A Field of Usefulness for Maimed Soldiers. 


Among the hundreds of men maimed 
and disabled by wounds in our terrible 
war, are there none whose hearts are full 
of love to Christ who will volunteer in 
the mission school service? 1 do verily 
believe that if the true state of things 
were known, there would be volunteers 
enough for schools in all our chief sta- 
tions. Pray issue a proclamation calling 
for volunteers. 


Schools and Preaching. 

As for myself, I have always felt that 
preaching is my work. I have never felt 
a drawing to anything else. I desire to 
give my whole attention and time to it. 
I wish also a preaching co-worker, whose 
whole soul is in the work, who feels the 
force of Paul’s words, “Woe is me if I 
preach not the gospel.” But at the same 
time I long to have good schools in con- 
nection with our missions, where our 
Christian children can be trained to use- 
fulness, and where the children of hea- 
then may be thoroughly instructed in 
the gospel. “This ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other un- 
done.” 

—~- 
RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. STEVENS. 
Association at Bassein. 

Rangoon, March 10, 1864.—On the 
14th of January I left home in company 
with several native preachers, delegates 
and others, to attend the meeting of the 
Burmese Association at Bassein.* When- 
ever we stopped, whether to wait for the 
tide or to cook our meals, we endeavored 
to improve the opportunity to preach 
and to distribute tracts. After six days, 
including the Sabbath, we reached the 
place of meeting. Br. Crawley and sis- 

*See Mag. for Aug., pp. 317, 321. An ac- 
count of this Association by another pen has 
already been published. But it is sometimes 
useful to have a detail of the same occurrences 


_ by independent witnesses. 
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ter Ingalls had been spending about a 
month there with br. Douglass, preach- 
ing in the town, and endeavoring to pre- 
pare the minds of the church for the an- 
ticipated meetings. 

The associational meetings proper 
eommenced on Thursday and continued 
through the Sabbath. Br. Douglass bap- 
tized, during the session, six Burmans, 
men and women, some of them belonging 
to outstations. The net increase of the 
members during the year is 85; whole 
number baptized, 55; whole number in 
the churches represented, 335. 

From Bassein the delegates, on the 
invitation of Karen pastors, repaired to 
the village of Ranah-thaing, where the 
pastor, Quay Po resides, to attend the 
meeting of the Sgau Karen Association. 
It was a very pleasant season to us all. 

Returning through the Villages. 

Here we parted, our Rangoon party 
spending a day on the return at the vil- 
lage of Aing-mai, where a good deal of 
lime is manufactured. Here the people 
had heard but little of Christianity, it 
being a village out of the great thorough- 
fare. As a matter of course, some op- 
posed ignorantly, others listened with 
attention and received books. The prin- 
cipal places besides at which we preach- 
ed and distributed tracts going and re- 
turning, were Myoung-myah, Yay-gyau, 
Shwey-Loung, Pantanau, Nyoung-dong 
and Zet-theet. Our most spirited and 
protracted discussions were held at Pan- 
tanau, where we spent most of a day. 
It is a very important place of trade, and 
next to Nyoung-dong the most important 
on the route between Rangoon and Bas- 
sein, and between Bassein and Henthada. 

Another Tour—Kambet. 

After remaining a week in Rangoon, 
I left Feb. 6 for another tour by land as 
far as Maubee. At Kambet I spent three 
days, including the Sabbath, and bap- 
tized two young women. One of them 
is the eldest daughter of the native 
preacher residing there, and the other'a 
daughter of another man formerly a 
member of the church, but who hgs lost 


fellowship in consequence of using opium. 
He has professed to make some struggle 
to overcome the vice, but has not yet 
succeeded. I do not, however, wholly 
despair of him. Others have been re- 
covered, and in time he, by the grace of 
God, may also be. Two or three other 
persons in the village also give us reason 
to think that the Lord is working in their 
hearts. 
Aged Convert. 

Leaving Kambet on the way to Anan- 
ben, another outstation, I stopped at the 
village of Zwai-zong. While talking 
with a woman, at whose house I had 
stopped one night on a former occasion 
while her husband was yet living, an old 
man came tottering along, bending over 
and supporting himself by a staff in each 
hand, and having a bundle of clothes on 
his shoulder, which he was taking to the 
brook to wash. I pitied his age and in- 
firmity, and as he sat down near me I 
commenced conversing with him respect- 
ing his hopes for the world to come. He 
began at once to enumerate on his fingers 
his deeds of merit, building a kyoung, 
bearing the expenses of four or five per- 
sons who had assumed the yellow cloth, 
a donation of 500 sections of the sacred 
books, etc. I inquired, “But who will 
reward you for all these works of merit ?” 
Pointing upward, “God in heaven will 
reward me.” “But you know Gaudama 
is not there; he is annihilated. And be- 
sides, he himself had to suffer for his own 
sins.” “Yes, but there is a God in heav- 
en who is not subject. to old age, sick- 
ness and death, and I pray to Him daily, 
and He is the Creator of all.” 1 of course 
became deeply interested, and pursuing 
my inquiries, found that he formerly lived 
in Rangoon, while br. Kincaid and Dr. 
Dawson were there, and that he had fre- 
quented the preaching zayat; that he 
then had taken sides with the Christians, 
and had met with opposition; that he 
even now had, as he said, a New Testa- 
ment in his house, which others had de- 
sired to get from him, but which he would 
not part with; and finally that he had 
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more than once made up his mind to be 
baptized, but had been prevailed on by 
his friends to refrain. I urged him of 
course not to neglect that ordinance, set- 
ting before him that as he acknowledged 
when brought by it to the test of giving 
himself to Christ or remaining in the 
world, he had hitherto been ashamed or 
afraid, and hence if he so continued till 
death, he must expect that Christ, too, 
would be ashamed of him. He seemed 
thoughtful. I ascertained the locality of 
his house, hoping that by repeated visits 
and farther instruction, with the blessing 
of God, he may yet become fully a disci- 
ple of Jesus. He is seventy-three, and 
his wife seventy-seven; yet she is much 
stronger than he, and he says, much of 
the same mind as himself. 


Ananben—Converts and Baptisms. 


At Ananben I spent two days, visiting 
meantime Sau-kyee-nah, where we had 
a long discussion with another old man, 
very intelligent and very candid. Moung 
Hmaing, the assistant, had frequently 
conversed with him before. At Ananben 
I was not permitted to rejoice over any 
new conversions ; but signs of returning 
appeared in two backsliders, and two 
other persons show some indications that 
the truth has taken hold of their hearts 
to some degree. 

Hence we crossed the ridge to Menga- 
leh-dong, where we spent twodays. Here 
are three Christian families. No appli- 
cant for baptism, but evidence of some 
progress in one inquirer, who for a long 
time has lost confidence in his ancestral 
faith, but has not yet wholly given up all 
for Christ. Spent most of one day at 
the village of Singoo, half a mile to the 
southward, where the day before the as- 
sistants had preached with very great 
satisfaction and encouragement. But I 
saw no proof of the trith being as yet 
laid hold of by any heart. 

Saturday I went direet to Meeloung- 
gong, where an assistant resides, passing 
several villages, so as to reach our desti- 
nation before the heat of the day. Here 
I found two applicants for baptism, with 
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whom much time was spent in conversa- 
tion and examination. In the evening 
a company came to attend our worship, 
and remained afterwards to a late hour 
in earnest, discussion. The next day the 
candidates were finally examined and 
received, and after preaching in Burmese 
to the Karen congregation at Hlangah, 
about a mile distant, I baptized the two 
eandidates, a man and a woman, in a 
neighboring stream. The woman is a 
Burmese, the wife of a Karen Christian. 

The next day left before daylight for 
Maubee, which we reached about 8, a. 
M., spending the day and night, distrib- 
uting ourselves two and two through the 
town. Here two professed disciples re- 
side, a man and his wife; but being far 
from the means of grace, and neither of 
them being able to read, it is very doubt- 
ful if much light emanates from their 
dwelling. 

Hopeful Case. 

After breakfast I sought the house of 
an old man, whom I had always visited 
when I went to Maubee, because of his 
intelligence and frankness, and his ap- 
parent interest in the preaching of the 
gospel. I learned that he had died a 
few months before. On inquiring of his 
widow, she replied that he had contin- 
ued till his death faithful to the instruc- 
tions he had received from me, and fre- 
quently spoke of me with a desire that I 
would visit them again. But whether 
he so far received the truth as to trust in 
Christ, I could discover no evidence.— 
The day only will declare it. 

The next morning we left Maubee, 
retracing our steps, excepting that we 
stopped several hours at Oke-po, where 
is one man who has recently been bap- 
tized, of whom, although he is not able 
to read, we heard very satisfactory ac- 
counts of his life, his boldness and his 
zeal. He was at the time absent on a 
trading excursion. I trust from the evi- 
dence we saw, that more seed will be 
springing up here, which shall bring forth 
fruit to salvation. 

In returning through Zwai Zong, we 
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called at the house of the old man al- 
ready spoken of, and conversed some 
time with him and his wife. He appear- 
ed much as on the previous occasion, ex- 
cept that just before parting he said it © 
was not fear nor shame that kept him 
back, so much as a regret to lose all the 
merit of his good works; he did not like 
to think that all his money had been 
thrown away. He said nevertheless he 
would reflect more, and would see wheth- 
er he should not get some light by a 
dream. We left, determined to com- 
mend him to the grace of God. 


Longevity. 


On the first of March I again left home 
with two assistants, to visit the town of 
Twantay, about sixteen miles distant by 
land. Stopped nowhere to preach till 
we reached the village of Payah-ngok-to, 
(literally, “short stump of a god,”) so 
called from the remains of two old pago- 
das in its vicinity. It is a little more 
than half way to Twantay. Here was a 
temporary shed, in the centre of which 
lay a coffin, which we supposed to be the 
remains of a priest, awaiting the cere- 
mony of burning. On inquiring, it proved 
to be those of a Karen woman, said to 
have been 125 years old. Another still 
older was said to be living at a village 
not far distant. Some deduction, how- 
ever, is doubtless to be made from this 
number, as the remark was made in con- 
nection, that the woman was a child of 
one year at the date of the taking of Pe- 
gu by Alompra, which is said to have 
been in 1757, which would make her age 


-of course only about 107. 


Under this shed, like ourselves, a num- 
ber of travellers stopped to rest, to whom, 
as well as to some persons from the vil- 
lage, we presented the truth and distrib- 
uted a few tracts. After a stay of about 
three hours, resuming our journey and 
pausing at intervals at a Shan and a Ka- 
ren Village, we finally reached Twantay 
about dusk. Here is one Christian fam- 
ily, of which only the wife and her little 
boy can read. She feels her loneliness, 
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especially since the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation last November in Rangoon, which 
she attended, and which seems to have 
been blessed to her quickening. For three 
nights and two days we stopped at her 
house, preaching to her neighbors and 
others, especially such as came to the 
house. We were scarcely seated when 
they began to come in, and among 
them some who were self-confident, proud 
and ignorant. I soon was reminded that 
the gospel had been preached but little 
here, Satan having had but little moles- 
tation in his dominion, Yet even here 
before we left, some seemed to feel that 
there was much more to demand their 
serious consideration than they had sup- 
posed, and took tracts with an apparent 
desire to learn more. An assistant of 
suitable character is very much needed 
to station himself here. 

On our return, stopped at another vil- 
lage, Paek-suai-garet, where there is no 
kyoung, and where the people listened 


with a good degree of simplicity and ap- 
parent desire to learn. We gave away 
a number of tracts, and were requested 
to call again at the village in going to 
and from the city.. 


A Wide Harvest. 


In these brief tours I have been im- 
pressed with the thought that there is a 
harvest to be reaped, as well as fallow 
ground to be broken upand sown. The 
seed already sown is beginning to spring 
up, and we think we see the ears formed 
upon the stalk; and these signs are most 
numerous where the labor bestowed has 
been continuous or oft repeated, and. 
where there has been special, earnest 
prayer for the influences of the Holy 
Spirit to accompany the word. 


Another Tour—-Baptism. 


Rangoon, April 5, 1864.—After the 
brief tours of which I have given ac- 
count, I made another visit to Meeloung- 
gong, taking nearly the same ronte as 
before. The special object of the jour- 
ney was to see two persons who had 


come to Rangoon to ask for baptism, 
being disappointed in not having been 
baptized (on account of their absence,) 
at the same time with the others of that 
place whom I have already mentioned. 
Other inquirers, I was told, were also 
desirous of the visit. I am happy to say 
that inquiries on the ground were favor- 
able to the character of the candidates, 
so that, with the hope that they had laid 
hold on Christ, I baptized them both—a 
man and his wife. 


A Convert Rebuked. 


I found it necessary, however, to ad- 
minister a rebuke to one of the two bap- 
tized on my previous visit; yet not, it 
must be added, for the worst of crimes. 
Being a man of ardent temperament, 
and seeming to have grasped firmly the 
great truths of the gospel, he could not 
keep still, but would declare them to the 
people of the village where he resided. 
Some were glad to hear and others op- 
posed, especially a semi-official, who even 
went so far as to forbid his preaching ex- 
cept in a particular way, not so deroga- 
tory to Gaudama. At length, when our 
convert was speaking to a man who had 
come to his house for the very purpose 
of hearing more about this gospel, the 
other came again, not only opposing in 
loud language, but even blaspheming 
both God and Christ, at the same time 
that he reviled the convert. Such treat- 
ment proved too much for his natural 
temper, and he fell upon the man, giving 
him a blow with a bamboo which he 
picked up at his feet. A complaint was 
lodged against the convert, the summons 
arriving the very day after my reaching 
the place. Happily, however, I was en- 
abled to arrange the matter between the 
parties, so that no further harm will en- 
sue; and the reviler himself shows some 
signs of regret for his behavior. 

I could not but feel from the signs 
which I observed, that the leaven of Di- 
vine truth is working in that neighbor- 
hood, and will yet turn other souls there 
to Christ. 
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Another Convert—Encouragement, 

On my return I stopped one day at 
Ananben again, and had the happiness 
of baptizing another woman there, the 
mother-in-law of the assistant. She has 
been a long time coming out of the dark- 
ness into the light, and we look upon her 
conversion as another instance of fulfil- 
ment of the Psalmist’s words, ‘‘He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” I have more than once been wit- 
ness to the faltering voice and the tear- 
ful eye of the assistant, Moung Hmaing, 
as he implored the mercy of God for his 
relatives who are yet out of Christ.— 
True we are not yet permitted to see a 
“numerous flock” of sinners seeking the 
Lord ; but it is a substantial comfort and 
éncouragement to our hearts, to see the 
truth working in individual minds, though 
it be but one here and another there. 
It is a sign that the Lord is with us, with 
his power to redeem. And what bounds 
shall we set to our joy when we think of 
the value of one soul ? 


LETTER FROM MR. BRAYTON. 


Missionary Tour. 

Kwaygyoung, Feb. 8, 1864.—Mrs. B. 
and myself left home on the 15th of last 
month, and the next day arrived at 
Singoot on the Panglang creek. At that 
place an interesting man and his wife 
were baptized some three months since ; 
thus commencing a new interest in the 
midst of that thick darkness. The man 
and his wife seemed overjoyed to meet 
us, and their five children appeared quite 
interested; three of them have learned 
to read, and declare themselves believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. The first Sab- 
bath out, we spent with the church at 
Naung-pah-doo, where I baptized the 
wife of a man whom I baptized last year. 

Catholic Advantages and Influence. 

During the following week we visited 
several places among the heathen vil- 
lages, where we had formerly seen inter- 
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esting inquirers. But they now say, 
“We have all become Roman Catholics; 
you only came to see us once a year, 
and here the Catholic priest comes and 
lives among us, and why should we not 
be Catholics ?” 

The fact that the Catholics can furnish 
missionaries to put down a man here and 
there at the different central positions, is 
a very significant and telling fact; and, 
as a result, their influence among the 
people is increasing to an alarming de- 


The second Sabbath we were with the 
church at Pohpah, where the native pas- 
tor, Shahoo, had previously baptized 
three individuals. After the Sabbath, 
ealled at Boteshoo, where a man and his 
mother-in-law have been more or !ess in- 
terested for three years past. Left with 
him a niece, member of our school and of 
the Pohpah church, to teach the children 
and read to the people the word of God. 
Reached this place last Thursday, just 
at dark. 


A Wavering Convert at Last Decided. 


Seven years since we were providen- 
tially directed to this place and spent a 
most deeply interesting Sabbath. The 
headman, Naythah, and several leading 
men resolved to build a chapel at once, 
call a teacher, &c. But as soon as we 
were gone, the opposition broke up their 
plans, spoiled their good resolutions, and 
all again went on in the old way. I oc- 
casionally saw Naythah afterwards, and 
though he professed much interest in his 
talk, yet as he did not act, I had come to 
regard him as a ‘‘Mr. Talkative.” His 
cousin was the governor of the district, 
and opposed him very strongly. 

On coming this way at the present 
time, I did not intend to call on him.— 
Having seen him so much, and not seeing 
any good result, I felt that my time and 
strength were due to those who had 
heard but little compared to him. Hence 
when we called at a village at dark to 
spend the night, we supposed that we 
had passed his place. But to my sur 
prise we found ourselves right before his 


house. Having seen my boat come up, 
he sprung to get mats, &c., ready for 
meeting. As I went into his house, he 
exclaimed, “O teacher, I am so glad to 
see you; for the past seven years I have 
been trying to get my cousin to go with 
me and enter the White Book path and 
worship God. But I can’t do it, and I 
am not going to wait any longer. I am 
resolved to be a Christian, and be bap- 
tized and follow Christ.” 

I looked him directly in the eye, and 
said calmly but firmly, “My brother, you 
have often deceived me, saying that you 
believed Christ, &c., while I have seen 
no evidence that you were sincere; are 
you now telling me the truth, or are you 
still deceiving?” “No, teacher, I am 
not deceiving. I have not forgotten 


what you told me seven years ago; my 
mind has not been easy since. I have 
been waiting for others, but can wait no 
longer.” 

“Well,” I said, “If you are honest, and 
sincerely wish with all your heart to be 


baptized and follow Christ, I will stop 
and spend the Sabbath with you.” Just 
at that moment a new trial came up and 
a severe test to his faith, i. e., when we 
take into consideration the great rever- 
ence which the Karens have for officers 
of government. The governor had or- 
dered him to be at his house on the Sab- 
bath to accompany him on business.— 
“Now, what can I do?” was the question. 
God says, “Remember the Sabbath, &c.” 
The governor says, “Go with me.” Shall 
I obey God or man? Thongh heshesi- 
tated a little, and the struggle was evi- 
dently severe in his mind, yet he decided 
to obey God, and was baptized yesterday 
as the first fruits of the Spirit in this 
place. He belongs to a family of twenty 
children, nine living. Many of his nu- 
‘merous relatives seem interested, and we 
leave a young man with them to teach 
them the way of the Lord more perfectly. 


Another New Church. 


| At Kyoung-t-mah, a new church of 
twenty-nine members was formed, after 
which three were baptized. At Wah- 
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lah-way, a very aged grandmother, who 
has been kept back by wicked children 
for ten years, was baptized in eonnection 
with a grandson, a most interesting lad 
of twelve years. This was a deeply in- 
teresting scene. : 

Pwo Association—Statistics. 

Kemendine, April 1, 1864.—We have 
just returned from the meeting of our 
Pwo Association, held at Way-lah-way, 
seven miles below Donabew, March 22 
and 23. Mrs. Rose and her two children 
accompanied us in our boat around 
through the “China-Buckeers,” for the 
purpose of making several calls on our 
way; and brn. Rose and Carpenter fol- 
lowed a week after, going the shorter 
route by way of “Pang-lang creek,” and 
we all met the same day at Way-lah- 
way. 

The statistics gathered from the letters 
of the churches show, during the year, 
baptized, 41; present number of mem- 
bers, 803. 

Besides their own local expenses for 
chapels, education, &c., the churches sent 
in to the Missionary Society the sum of 
rs. 332 6 10,—every member giving some- 
thing; parents also teach their children, 
however small, to make a contribution, 
though it may be no more than a quar- 
ter of a cent. 


Native Preachers—Ordination. 

Thahoo, the native preacher, who was 
ordained two years since, has thus far 
manifested much energy in his work, 
and given most cheering evidence of 
being a good minister of Jesus Christ. 

Before our meeting at Way-lah-way 
was broken up, we had the pleasure of 
ordaining, as an evangelist, S’Kwine, a 
man who was hopefully converted in 
Mergui about sixteen years ago, and 
who has been more or less engaged in 
preaching among his people ever since. 
I have been intimately acquainted with 
him from the time he first heard the 
truth, and he has always been remarka- 
bly clear in his views of the way of sal- 
vation, and of what Christians ought to 
do. I trust he may prove a valuable 
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accession to our feeble forces in the field. 
New Interest---Baptism. 


During our itinerating tour season, we 
have met with some encouraging facts. 
At Singoot, on the Panglang creek, an 
interesting man and his wife were bap- 
tized, thus commencing a new interest, 
where there are now several interesting 
inquirers who declare themselves on the 
Lord’s side. 

Near Andamah, where the new church 
was formed, I had the pleasure of baptiz- 
ing an interesting and influential man, 
who was apparently on the point of com- 
ing out several years since; but the vio- 
lent opposition of his wife and others 
prevented his taking an open stand at 
that time. When he came to us this 
year, he said, “I cannot wait for my fam- 
ily or any one else any longer. I wish 
now to be baptized and follow Jesus 
Christ.” ™n his neighborhood are sev- 
eral leading men, who have declared 
their determination to become Chris- 
tians. 

Christian Hospitality. 

Naythah, the headman mentioned in my 
last, and baptized two months since, was 
at our Association and invited us to meet 
at his place next year. Although he is 
the only professed Christian there, yet 
he has a heart large enough to receive 
the whole Association. We all expect 
and have reason to believe there will be 
additions to his number before the year 
is past. A faithful preacher, with his 
son as school teacher, are now laboring 
there. Naythah wished the Association 
to meet at his place, in the hope that it 
would stir up an interest among his peo- 
ple. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Welcome Employment. 
Henthada, Feb. 12, 1864,—I am so 
glad that I can date again from Hentha- 
da! Yes, I am again in my own field, 
and about my usual work. I need not 
say that 1am happy beyond expression 
to be here. 
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My family are not with me. Mrs. 
Thomas has not éntirely recovered, and 
remains in Rangoon another month. 

The past three months have been to 
me months of severe trial.. I think I have 
known what it is to work, and to work 
hard, since I have been in Burmah. For 
thirteen years, I have spent every dry 
season in preaching the gospel, and in ad- 
ministering the ordinances of God's house, 
in these plains and upon these mountains. 


A Hard Lesson Learned. 


But not to work! Rather, to be watch- 
ing by the bed of the sick instead of be- 
ing out in these jungles, where so much 
needs to be done! This, this has been a 
hard lesson for me. Yet I hope I have 
learned to submit to this dispensation of 
Divine providence. And now, instead 
of murmuring, I feel like praising God 
that I am permitted to return tomy work 
so quickly ; that I am permitted to spend 
a part of the dry season among the Ka- 
rens of Henthada. 

At the close of next week, is our an- 
nual meeting of the delegates from the 
churches in Henthada—our Association. 
Before that time, I have many things to 
arrange in this city; but I hope also to 
visit two or three of the nearest churches, 
and administer the ordinances for them. 

Money not Spent in Vain. 

25.—The last two weeks have been 
filled up with care, toil and anxieties. 
On the 13th, Sabbath,—I was in Kru- 
ka-too, and spent a very interesting day. 
I saw nearly every member of the church 
(more than fifty), and found them firm 
in the faith of the gospel. The members 
of this church have been severely tried 
by the wicked acts of their former teach- 
er, or preacher. But all the members of 
the church remain firm and united. All, 
previous to communion, spoke of their 
spiritual state, and seemed to set out 
anew in the Divine life. But these are 
not all the favorable things about this 
church. The members of two families 
have joined themselves to the people of 
God there, and seem to be real converts. 
Seven have been baptized. 
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Much of the present good state of the 
Kru-ka-too church must be ascribed to its 
present preacher, Bau-Ju-pau. This man 
is aided by the Ladies’ Missionary Society 
in Gloversville, N.Y. Our friends there 
may rest assured that they have not spent 
their money for nought. 

On the 17th I was in Ta-koo-ding, 
where three years ago there was not a 
Christian, but where there are now twenty 
disciples. These, with their teacher, Kah- 
Lee, (unordained) form a stable and in- 
fluential church. Two were baptized by 
me on the visit I made to that place the 
other day. 

The teacher of this little church, Kah- 
Lee, has received aid from abroad since 
he went to this place, three years ago. 
The manner in which this aid has reached 
him illustrates how widely the influence 
of a good man may be felt. In America, 
far off in Wisconsin, there lives a good 
brother who has sent a donation to Bur- 
mah. A part of this donation has been 
given for the support of Kah-Lee. Thus 
our brother Joy, in Beaver Dam, has 
effectually aided in building up and 
strengthening this church of Christ in 
Burmah. 


Healing Soul and Body. 

My work in visiting a village is seldom 
confined to preaching and administering 
the ordinances. In this place I vacci- 
nated about twenty Karens, from a child 
whom I vaccinated nine days before in 
Rangoon. Thus vaccination has been 

‘introduced into this district, at a time too 
when the small pox rages and is very 
violent in Rangoon. 

Meeting of the Association. 

Our Associational meetings commenced 
on the 19th and closed on the 2ist day 
of February. That is, they lasted only 
three days. But the preparation for the 
meetings, and the work that follows, can- 
not be done in less than ten days. 

The preparation consists in getting 
means of conveyance to the meeting, in 
providing my own food, and in getting 
ready books and medicine to be disposed 
of at the meetings. I now omit to men- 
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tion the mental preparation which is very 
necessary. 

The meetings of the Association are 
four a day, at least, all the time we are 
together. But to attend these four meet- 
ings per day is hardly half the work that 
falls to the lot of a missionary on such 
occasions. There are difficult questions 
to be answered, and advice to be given; 
there is money to be collected and paid 
out again. In our meetings, or between 
our meetings, this year, I received and 
disbursed about five hundred rupees. 

The after work is, if possible, more dif- 
ficult and tiresome than all that went be- 
fore it. It is speaking the last words to 
hundreds of Karen pastors and disciples ; 
it is especially sending out Karen preach- 
ers to destitute places; it is supplying 
these preachers with medicines, books, 
and money. 

This work has now just been gone 
through with. I have now parted with 
the last Karen preacher, either to his 
church, or “to the regions beyond.” 

Our Association this year was one of 
great interest. The meeting was in An- 
tiah, near our larger churches; bence 
there were present more than is usual on 
such occasions in Henthada. There could 
not have been less than a thousand Chris- 
tian Karens present, though not all at 
one time. Owing to the prevalence of 
the small pox in Rangoon and in the 
southern part of thisdistrict, we had feared 
that many might be prevented from at- 
tending. But such does not seem to have 
been the case. 

All the churches were heard from, and 
all but three were represented at the 
meetings. 

Dark and Bright Sides. 

We had occasion for grief. <A larger 
number than usual had been excluded 
during the past year. Among these were 
two of our preachers. Again, as I had 
been absent for three months, some three 
of our preachers had lost heart. They 
feared to trust their few, poor Karen 
brethren to support them, and had actu- 


ally begun to work with their hands to 
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support their families. Again; the or- 
dained men had not visited all the church- 
es; they hoped I should return and carry 
out my plans of visiting this and that 
part of our field. Hence the number of 
baptisms reported is small. 

The above are the dark sides of the 
picture. The bright features of our pres- 
ent condition are, that the members of 
these churches have never exhibited more 
certain signs of spiritual life and activ- 
ity. The contributions for benevolent 
purposes were far larger this year than 
they have ever been before. While 
many remain unbaptized, upwards of 
fifty have been baptized during the past 
three months, and four new churches were 
admitted into the Association. Some of 
the preachers have faltered; but there 
have been four very interesting cases of 
men being moved, we hope by the Spirit 
of God, to devote themselves to the gos- 
pel ministry. This, to my mind, is a very 
hopeful feature among our churches, that 
in the midst of great agricultural pros- 
perity, four men should humbly offer 
themselves as candidates for the ministry. 


Encouragement of Education. 


Again, there is a new impulse given to 
education among the members of these 
churches. Government offers to aid pri- 
mary schools, provided these schools will 
do an equal amount for their own sup- 
port. With great unanimity, the dele- 
gates of the churches present voted to 
ask for government aid for sixteen of our 
jungle schools. 

The word of God was precious in our 
meetings. I shall not soon forget a ser- 
mon from a young man, Kah-Lee, on the 


last evening of our meetings. Text,“He. 


that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and 
that without remedy.” After giving many 
examples from Scripture, where men and 
nations had thus hardened their necks 
and been destroyed, the subject was 
brought home to every heart present with 
great force. Every word told, and there 
were just words enough. 
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Ordination of a Native Preacher. 
One of our services during the last day 
was the ordination of one of our Karen 
preachers, Shway Thee.* This man at 
first modestly declined being ordained, 
on the plea that his abilities were insuf- 
ficient. We pointed to the prosperous 
condition of his church, over which he 
had been pastor for ten years, and told 
him his brethren were better judges of 
his abilities than he was. Then he urged 
that we had ordained men enough already. 
We replied that the Scripture idea is, 
that there shall be an ordained man over 
every church; that we among the Ka- 
rens, are arriving at that very thing. 

Shway Thee finally submitted to be 
examined with a view to his ordination. 
The examination was most satisfactory. 
Hence he was ordained as a minister of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, with ecclesiastical 
powers equal to the greatest minister of 
Christ on earth.t 

I must mention one encouraging fact 
more; awe think the Spirit of God is 
working with usin saving men. There 
are several places where the heathen are 
asking for teachers. Some of those who 
are thus desirous of being taught seem 
to be real Christians. 


* Shway Thee is pastor of the church where 
the met. 

t This man has been aided by the Western 
German Baptist on, in America. 
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Promise of the Bassein Field, 

Henthada, Feb. 29, 1864.—The visit 
to Bassein was a very pleasant one cer- 
tainly, and not without profit too, hope. 
Br. Douglass baptized six during the 
meeting of the Association. Eight were 
baptized during the year, and the church 
now numbers forty-three members. (This 
is exclusive, I think, of the six baptized 
at the Association.) The Bassein dis- 
trict is a field of much promise. But 
how inadequate must be the labors of one 
missionary to such a population! More 
missionaries are needed, more native 


preachers are pressingly needed, and this, 
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not in this or that station only, but in 
every station in Burmah. 
The Association. 

Five churches were represented at the 
Association. The increase by baptism, 
during the year which has intervened 
since the last meeting, is fifty-five. The 
meeting continued through four days, 
commencing on Thursday, and the pro- 
ceedings were as follows:—First day, 
opening sermon by Rev. Ko En, reading 
letters from the churches, appointing 
Committees, and a street preaching ser- 
vice in the evening. Second day—a ser- 
mon especially adapted to the native 
preachers, by Rev. E. A. Stevens—re- 
ports of the Committees, reading of cir- 
cular letter an “family worship,” &c., and 
inthe evening, pastoral conference. Third 
day— business continued, discussion of cir- 
cular letter, &c., and pastoral conference 
again. Fourth day, Sunday, preaching 


morning and afternoon, and communion 


in the evening. 

Many of the Karen pastors attended 
the meetings, and at their urgent request, 
all the Burman missionaries and many of 
the delegates went to the Karen Associa- 
tion, which was held at a village about 
a day’s journey from Bassein. 

New Church. 

At Myiudai, a short distance below 
Henthada, where a new interest has re- 
cently sprung up, four candidates have 
recently presented themselves for bap- 
tism. Two were received and baptized 
soon after my return from Bassein. 


PROME MISSION. 

LETTER FROM DR. KINCAID, 
Support for Native Preachers. 

Prome, March 7, 1864.—I have five 
Burman and three Karen assistants, at 
ten rupees each; this is eighty rupees a 
month or 960 rupees a year. But then 
I raise among my little churches enough 
to support two assistants; so that what I 
need is support for six men ; that is, sixty 
rupees a month, or 740 rupees a year. 
These are all men of great promise, 
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growing in grace, in knowledge and in 
wisdom. Four of them are ordained 
ministers, and with the Divine blessing 
on their labors we may confidently ex- 
pect permanent churches to grow up to 
become lights in this dark land. 
A Wide Field—Helpers Needed. 

What can I do over such a field as this 
without their active coéperation? In- 
stead of just working over this one church 
in Prome, I have labored over a wide 
district. Last week I spent three days 
in Enma, where there are Christians in 
seven villages. On the Sabbath I ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper, and there 
were fifty-two communicants. On the 
same day I ordained a man who has 
charge of a smal church about twelve 
miles further south, and I may safely say 
there are hundreds in that neighborhood 
who are almost Christians. But that is 
not a solitary example. There are other 
places, widely distant, where there are 
Christians, and multitudes who listen 
and inquire, and even urge to have the 
gospel preached. What can I do? I 
cannot be in every place, and even where 
I go, I cannot preach all day and half 
the night. I become exhausted, and I 
must have laborers along with me. To- 
morrow I expect to leave for the fron- 
tiers, fifty miles distant, and in ten or 
eleven days I have promised to be in ex- 
actly the opposite direction, some sixty 
miles from Prome. I have men who can 
assist me, who are more than willing to 
assist me, in the gospel. But they must 
have food and clothes. Their wives at 
home spin and weave and cultivate veg- 
etables ; but this is not enough to support 
the family. Now what I want is a little 
aid for these men who labor, with me in 
the gospel. Is it not reasonable? Can 
there be a more economical plan for 
evangelizing the heathen? You may 
think I am too urgent. Possibly I am. 
But I have strong convictions on this 
subject, and would be glad to have a 
fair trial. 

After speaking of the declining health of Mrs. 


Kincaid, which may at no distant day require 
a change of residence, Dr. K. proceeds— 
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In all our missions there is no field for 
Burman work more hopeful and encour- 
aging ; the church planted here in Prome 
is a small affair compared with the mul- 
tiplied interests in various parts of the 
district from ten to 100 miles distant. 
The work of planting and watering should 
not cease. The native preachers are 
excellent men, more than willing to la- 
bor; but they need the kindly and en- 
couraging presence of a missionary, and 
above all his example in labors and trav- 
els. They must be taught manliness, 
self-reliance and endurance, not by word 
only, but by example. 


Thoughts on the Situation in America. 


Our last news from home was dated 
about the 20th of Dec., and it was truly 
cheering to learn that Tennessee was 
cleared of rebel armies, and that Texas 
was successfully entered. The Presi- 
dent’s Message, with the accompanying 
deed of amnesty, is a noble document. 
It is as transparent as crystal, and can- 
not, I should think, be read without 
praises to the Most High. It strikes me 
that all loyal persons will feel themselves 
relieved of a heavy burden. I have long 
thought that the President has been fitted 
by Infinite Wisdom to stand by the helm, 
while this fearful storm is threatening to 
engulf the noble ship. No man in any 
age has held a more responsible position. 
The gift of such a man, at such a time, is 
to me evidence that God will save Amer 
ica, that He will not dash the govern- 
ment in pieces like a potter’s vessel. If 
I can read the lessons of history, we 
have, as a nation, a more gigantic and a 
more noble work to perform, than has 
fallen to the lot of any other people for 
a thousand years. It is,no doubt, a very 
great blessing that the war lingers. A 
nation long debauched by unexampled 
prosperity, and by an almost universal 
sanction of the slave system, cannot be 
regenerated in a few months. To open 
the eyes of the nation fully to the enor- 
mity of the slave system is not the work 
of one or two years. Cruel suffering, 
long continued, seems to be necessary to 
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cure the nation of its idolatry. When 
once cured of its unnatural love of sla- 
very, and of its long subserviency to the 
slave power, the nation will rise in all its 
new-born majesty, and the rebellion will 
be crushed as a moth. It took long 
years of suffering to cure the Jews of 
idolatry ; and to adore a false god is only 
one degree more hateful and atrocious 
than chattelizing human beings. My 
hope is that the nation is rapidly ap- 
proaching that state of moral feeling 
when action in Congress shall be in har- 
mony with the attributes of God; when 
to buy or sell a human being will fill all 
minds with horror. Surely it is nearly 
time to hate with undying hatred the 
cause of all our untold sufferings. 


The Frontier. 


16.—Since the above was written, I 
have visited the frontier. The few dis- 
ciples there are as sheep without a shep- 
herd. The assistant 1 had there I was 
obliged to dismiss for want of means to 
support him. He is now laboring with 
br. Rose in Kemendine. Thayet, Allan- 
myo and the surrounding country, is a 
large and hopeful field for labor. 

Labors and Worth of Native Preachers. 

Last August I wrote from Thayet, and 
mentioned three very promising inquir- 
ers. Two of these I have since baptized, 
and both of them bid fair to become use- 
ful men. One of them is engaged in 
mercantile business and is doing well. 
He is well educated, reads, writes, and 
speaks English. He keeps tracts and 
uses his influence to enlighten others. I 
found a few inquirers, and among them 
another highly intelligent and influential 
Burman. I wish to keep an assistant at 
Thayet all the time, and I cannot doubt 
but the church would grow. 

Ihave been obliged to dismiss three 
men and leave them to shift for them- 
selves. They find time to labor more or 
less in the gospel; but still to procure 
food and clothes for their familics taxes 
nearly all their time. I have no means 
of supporting these men, and yet their 
time is worth as much to labor in the 


gospel as the time of three ordinary mis- 
sionaries. It is no exaggeration, it is a 
simple matter of fact. One of these men 
is worth more than a common class mis- 
sionary, and yet he costs only rs. ten per 
month. It is like this;—you employ a 
man to cultivate a garden at 150 dollars 
a month, when you might have a much 
better qualified man to do that work for 
fifteen dollars a month. Burman assist- 
ants, left entirely alone, have failed to 
accomplish much; but with kind super- 
vision and encouragement, they become 
most useful and efficient, And then it 
cannot be doubted that Burmah must be 
evangelized by a native ministry. 

To-morrow I intend leaving Prome 
for Enma, Poungdai, Konsai, Meadwen, 
Tingemeoke, and half a dozen places 
more. The weather is now extremely 
hot, so that travelling must be done 
mostly at night. 


TOUNGOO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS. 


Healing the Sick. 

Toungoo, Feb. 19, 1864.—I left Toung- 
oo Feb. 2 for a tour among the Karens 
and Burmese to the west of the town, in 
the vicinity of the Roma mountains. A 
number of Karen preachers accompanied 
me, as well as two Burmese preachers 
fitted out with books for distribution by 
Mr. Bixby. No missionary has visited 
this section except Mr. Whitaker. 

Near night we stopped at a Burmese 
zayat in a small village on the highway 
to Burmah Proper. A Burmese in the 

zayat told us of a sick man in the village 
whom they thought past recovery with 
fever. From the report, I thought he 
could not be helped. I went to him, 
and though he was. unable to speak or 
scarcely to move his head, I saw that 
there were none of the symptoms which 
usually attend fatal cases. The remedies 
which I gaveand ordered for him proved 
immediately effectual, so that by the next 
morning, before we left the place, the 
fever was broken and the man could sit 
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up. On my return I found that I had 
become famous, and the villagers were 
ready to do anything for me, and to be- 
lieve that I could cure all kinds of sick- 
ness among them. The man who was so 
sick on my visit to them before, had en- 
tirely recovered. This incident may 
show the benefits of associating medi- 
cines with missionary work. No doubt 
multitudes listened to the preaching of 
the Saviour, who were led to Him be- 
cause He healed the sick. Certainly 
nothing seems to have a greater power 
to enlist the attention and interest of the 
people. 
Tiger-haunted Region. 

8 and 4.—Our course bore to the north- 
west. We passed many Burman villa- 
ges, and the Burmese preachers improved 
their opportunities to preach. We passed 
through a region which is much infested 
by tigers, and’ saw their immense foot- 
prints in the dust of the paths which we 
followed. The Burmese in this region 
have never heard the gospel to any ex- 
tent, and are quite ignorant of the pecu- 
liarities of their own religion as well, so 
that they are less bigoted and more ready 
to listen. On our return, we found that 
a tiger had ascended into a house in the 
centre of one of these villages, the night 
before we reached it on our return, and 
taken a young man from his bed. A 
part of the body was found the next day 
near the road on which we had come. 

Treatment of Polygamy. 

5.—We reached the first Karen vil- 
lage. It is the only Christian village in 
this region, and there is but one other 
between Toungoo and the Roma moun- 
tains, three or four days’ journey to the 
south of this. All others, both Burmese 
and Karen, are given up to idolatry.— 
We were most cordially welcomed by 
the villagers. They feel their loneliness, 
but they seem to be earnest and faithful, 
The chief ef this village, before the gos- 
pel reached him, had been the terror of 
the whole region ; té the Burmese’ more 
than to the Karens. He had provided 


himself with stones of various sizes and 
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shapes, as charms against all evil, and 
espevially as proof against the shot of a 
gun. He has had five wives, of whom 
three were. still living. Two of these 
wives who have married children, and 
the old man himself, presented them- 
selves for baptism. They have been 
worshippers of God three or four years. 
I told them plainly that the law of God 
was that a man should have but one wife, 
and so a woman should have but one hus- 
band. If either had more, they were 
living in adultery, and that adulterers 
could neither be admitted into heaven 
nor into the church of Christ on earth. 
When any man takes a wife in addition 
to the first, he commits adultery ; and to 
this rule there ean be no exception, any 
more than there can be to the rule that 
he who has another God besides the Al- 
mighty commits the sin of idolatry. 

These people, however, were prepared 
for-all this. They had given up their 
life of adultery, and were prepared to 
live apart, as the harlot and the whore- 
monger who put away their sins for 
Christ’s sake, and not for any ill will 
among themselves. I was determined to 
enable these persons to see that their sin 
was not to be winked at in any other 
sense than that it had been committed 
ignorantly, and that when discovered it 
could no more be held or tolerated than 
could any other form of open adultery. 
I regard this as the most simple and sat- 
isfactory way of treating the subject of 
polygamy. When it was evident that 
these three persons had put away their 
sin for Christ’s sake, they were received 
for baptism, and were baptized with nine 
others, a number of whom were their 
children. One wife remained to the old 
man, and the others will have no other 
connection with him than that of kind 
neighbors. 


Lingering Idolatry. 


The thing which the old man had hes- 
itated most about, was his stones, which 
had really been the objects of his trust, 
One of them had very much the appear- 
ance of a small terrapin, with its little 
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head, arms and legs, and various seams 
of quartz on its back, to mark the joints 
of the crust. The old man seemed to 
have some lingering trust in these pre- 
cious stones. He however brought them 
forward on Monday morning, a whole 
satchel full of them, and hung them up 
as a target to be shot at, in order to test 
their power. The rifle bullet struck the 
centre of the terrapin, and not only split 
it into splinters, but tore open the bag 
and let the whole contents harmlessly to 
the ground. The old man felt ashamed 
of his hope, and I pointed him to the 
“hope that maketh not ashamed.” 
Proposal to Penetrate to Prome. 

7.—We left this warm-hearted Chris- 
tian village with two of their number as 
our guides, and proceeded to visit the 
heathen villages to the north and west. 
I had intended, on leaving town, to pro- 
ceed across the Roma mountains, and if 
racticable, visit Prome. But I found 
hat if I undertook this journey, I should 
have no time to preach to the heathen 
on this side. Plapau, my principal as- 
sistant, undertook to proceed over the 
mountains with two companions, and 
soon parted company with me for that 
purpose. 

We slept at the house of a heathen. 
That is, we slept in a heathen village, 
which is nearly all constructed into one 
house. The people are extremely igno- 
rant, but they were kind. They would 
not, however, assemble to listen atten- 
tively to preaching. But I have great 
hopes that they will recbive a teacher. 

9.—We slept at another heathen vil- 
lage and met with just about the same 
treatment as the day before. All these 
villagers are silk-growers. They do not, 
however, manufacture much for market. 

Contest with a Burman Priest. 

10.—We slept at a heathen village. 
Soon after we arrived, a Burman priest 
in his yellow robe came up into the 
house and seated himself on the, raised 
platform, where my people were prepar- 
ing to place my dinner, , They asked 
him to remove, but he paid no attention. 
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I was busy in taking an observation to 
find the latitude by double altitudes, as 
I had not been able to get the sun at 
noon. The priest asked one of the Bur- 
mese preachers what I was doing. He 
replied that I was determining how far 
we were from Toungoo; whereupon the 
yellow-robed man stepped off from the 
platform and did not make his appear- 
ance again. The Burmese preachers, 
however, followed him to his retreat. He 
had still the insolence to ask them to 
worship him. After I had taken dinner, 
I went into the room and found one of 
the preachers engaged in argument with 
the priest. The priest stoutly contended 
that there is no difference between men 
and brutes. I immediately took him at 
his word, only that I would not allow it, 
except that he might claim it for him- 
self. When he got the Karen headman 
to proclaim to the villagers to come and 
make offerings of money to him, I also 
lifted up my voice, and proclaimed the 
man who had owned himeelf a brute and 
was endeavoring to teach them that they 
were brutes; and showed them the ten- 
dency of such doctrine. 

The people, who had hitherto kept 
themselves hid, now began to gather 
around, and I found there was but little 
sympathy for the priest, except on the 
part of the headman, and the old chief 
of the community. I pointed out to them 
the sin of hindering their people from 
the worship of God, and from the gospel 
which would save them, while they used 
their power to,compel their people to 
worship a man who taught them that 
both they and he were brutes. 

I laid my hand on the head of the 
headman’s son, and asked him to choose 
which he would prefer his beautiful babe 
to be, a man brute, or a man elevated 
by intelligence and the knowledge’ of 
God? The man was cowed, and yet he 
was obstinate. I left him, however, act- 
ing as if he had got a new idea concern- 
ing his babe ; and although he would not 
confess it then, I trust the idea will not 
be lost upon him. 

We continued our journey among 
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these villages till Saturday, and then 
started on our return, having made suffi- 
cient observation to form our opinion in 
regard to efforts to station preachers 
among them. 


ASSAM MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. WARD. 
Hopeful Aspect of the Work. 

Sibsagor, March 7, 1864.—A very hope- 
ful state of feeling prevails in oar Chris- 
tian community, and I should not be sur- 
prised if some half a dozen were to apply 
for baptism and three or four for resto- 
ration. It is very difficult to know just 
when to baptize. Mrs. Ward has, I be- 
lieve, mentioned about an old man who 
thought himself dying, and declared for 
Christ, broke his caste, and gave his two 
children to Mrs. Ward.* But we had 
him taken in hand, and he is quite well 
now; and he himself and his children 
now form a part of our little Christian 

community. 

Money and the War. 


I am glad to hear from time to time 
that the funds have been coming in fa- 
vorably. But the exchange is something 
fearful. The improved prospects of the 
Government do not appear to improve 
this feature of things. It appears to me 
that there is yet to be one more series of 
desperate struggles before the Confeder- 
ate Government will die the death. It 
is astonishing how the North has borne 
the financial burden, and what immense 
resources are discovered to the world. 
Our people may not have so much cash 
in hand as England; but they have more 
of the real wealth which will sustain a 
long struggle. What a pity that we 
could not have got more of this wealth 
for the good cause of missions ! 

I suppose you will be about starting to 
the annual meeting when this reaches 
you. I hope you will have a jubilee sea- 
son indeed. It is a curious anomaly, that 
you are able to raise more money in this 


*See Macedonian for August, p. 1, art., “The 
Aged Convert.” 
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war time. I suppose it is a sort of sub- 
soiling process, and what you realize 
comes from deeper strata of Christian 
sentimeat and principle. 


LETTER FROM MRS. BRONSON. 
Labor and Fruit. 


Gowahati, March 14, 1864.—My heart 
is full on the subject of the wants of our 
beloved mission. To its interest we have 
given the best part of our lives. We 
have counted home, children, and all 
our hearts held dear, as loss and dross in 
comparison. We have labored on, un- 
cheered by any great success, but with 
the assurance that though the seed of the 
kingdom might lie long buried, it would 
at last spring up and bear an abundant 
harvest. At last we see signs of a glori- 
ous harvest. Seed long since sown in 
tears is springing up, and we already re- 
joice over a few ripening fields. In the 
Durrung district, our dear brother Bhu- 
bon is laboring, full of zeal and faith. 
The truth is slowly but surely leavening 
the heathen mind. The greater number 
of the present generation will probably 
wonder, despise and perish. But a few 
will receive the truth, and in their turn 
dispense it to others, and thus the “hand- 
ful of corn on the top of the mountains” 
will *‘shake like Lebanon.” 


Cry for Help. 

We cannot mistake the signs of the 
times. But O, our feebleness as a mis- 
sion! The Scotts alone at Nowgong, 
with burdens and responsibilities which 
are sufficient to tax numbers—I greatly 
fear that they will break down prema- 
turely under the pressure. The Mikirs 
seem to be all ready to receive instruc- 
tion, while the people of Nowgong and 
vicinity are calling for much labor. 

We have come to this place, not that 
we were not fully occupied with work at 
Nowgong, but because the destitution 
here laid upon us the necessity. Soon 


after our arrival, Mr. B. was taken down | 


with his old fever, which, although it 
syielded to active treatment, has left be- 
‘ 
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hind the infirmities from which he has 
been nearly free since our return, namely, 
deafness, extreme prostration of strength, 
with a hacking cough, and partial loss of 
voice. 

This station is not nearly so healthy 
as that of Nowgong, being shut in on 
three sides by hills; and I fear that to 
Mr. B. the climate will be very unfavor- 
able. Still we feel that we can trust all 
with the Lord, and cheerfully resign all 
our interests into his keeping. 

But we would plead earnestly for this 
mission. Our very want of success in a 
large measure should enlist the sympa- 
thies and active help of the churches.— 
We are laying siege to one of Satan’s 
strongholds. Because the siege is long, 
should we be left with inadequate assist- 
ance to die by inches under the walls, 
while a speedy reinforcement would en- 
sure victory? The common sense that 
guides in the councils of a nation engaged 
in war, would lead either to a recall of 
the little remnant so hopelessly engaged, 
or a strong reinforcement to enable them 
to carry on the siege to victory. 


TIE CHIU MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. JOHNSON. 
Secret Believer Disclosed. 

We received by baptism last Lord's 
day an interesting man, sixty-four years 
old, from Ko-tng—a town some forty or 
fifty miles from this—not far from Tang- 
leng and Chinglim,—whose case has en- 
couraged us very much. He is the chief 
steward of a wealthy nobleman and land- 
holder at Ko-tng. No mercenary motive, 
it would seem, could possibly have influ- 
encedhim. He first heard the gospel about 
three years ago, and has been all this time 
a believer insecret. He has several times 
written to me, and in 1862 my little boy 
visited his place, and was for three weeks 
the guest of his employer. At that time 
Choi-it-pe—this is his name—did not dare 
to let it be known,—excepting to his em- 
ployer, who sympathized with him, or did 
not oppose him,—that he had forsaken 
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his idols and had become a worshipper of 
the true God. He used to have my little 
boy go to his room—as this was not likely 
to excite suspicion—to sing to him hymns 
and to talk about the doctrine. He es- 
pecially delighted in the hymn. 

“Behold, behold, the Lamb of God, 

On the cross, on the’ cross—”’ . 
the 240th hymn in Aldrich’s “Sacred 
Lyre”—a translation of which we have: 
in Chinese. But the assistant he took 
privately by night to his room to read 
and pray with him. He has at last, dear. 
old man, received strength to come out 
boldly and confess his faith in Christ. 

Another Timid Disciple. 

His employer has professed too for a 
long time to be a believer, but is yet afraid 
or ashamed publicly to avow it. He, 
however, encourages Choi-it-pe to come 
out to usfor baptism. O that this may 
be the first fruit of a glorious harvest 
from Ko-tng. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN. 


Help for Building Chapels. 

Longwood, near Huddersfield, Eng- 
land, June 1, 1864.—I beg to tender to 
the Board my cordial thanks for the re- 
mittances which of late have come in so 
promptly, and by which my pecuniary 
difficulty has been in part relieved. The 
burden, however, of supplying the wants 
of about forty brethren, formerly sup- 
ported by the Union, the American and 
Foreign Bible Society and the Bible 
Union, still rests on my shoulders; and 
as the aid for these does not flow in from 
England and Scotland so spontaneously 
as I could wish and the wants demand, I 
have been again compelled, though I 
hope only for a short time, to visit this 
country, and solicit aid for the support of 
the missionaries, as also to enable the 
Hamburg church to build a decent place 
of worship, which cannot be longer de- 
ferred. 

By the appropriations.of the Board, 
by contributions from England and Scot- 
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land, and by my own private property, I 
have aided in the erection of more than 
twenty chapels. Two of these are al- 
most wholly monuments of American 
liberality,—the two best places of wor- 
ship in our whole denomination,—that 
at Barmen, near Elberfeld, and at Stet- 
tin in Prussia. The first and oldest 
church at Hamburg is still worshipping 
in an old warehouse, where not one-half 
of the people can sit who would attend 
our ministry. 

Is it not possible that something hand- 
some—something worthy of the large 
Baptist denomination—can be done to- 
wards this object? If the Board can- 
not, might not an appeal be made to the 
churches? The German Mission had a 
large number of warm friends, when I 
travelled far and wide through your 
beautiful country, throughout the west- 
ern and eastern States. Ihope you will 
consider the matter, so important for the 
church formed by my valued brother, 
Dr. Barnas Sears, and fostered in its in- 
fancy by your Board. I am trying to 
raise a thousand pounds here towards 
the erection of the chapel, but I doubt if 
I shall succeed, as my application for aid 
to support the missionaries is quite suf- 
ficient. 


Dutch Church to be Organized. 


My stay in England will not, I hope, 
exceed six weeks, as a number of Dutch 
Christians near the Siider See are wait- 
ing to be immersed and to be formed 
intoachurch. On my way home, I shall 
therefore, D. V., go first to Holland, and 
from thence to East Friesland, where I 
intend to organize two churches. 


Statistics. 


From tho statistics for 1864, the read- 
ers of the Magazine will see that our 
clear increase during the past year was 
fully 104 per cent., exclusive of the emi- 
gration of our members to the U. 8. A. 
and other countries. ‘Two German Bap- 
tist churehes have been formed in South 
Australia and two in Africa. The mis- 
sion in Poland and Russia is progressing 
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In the former country we have 180 bap- 
tized converts, and in Russia, 861. 

We issued fifty new tracts during 1864, 
forty in German, four Danish and six Pol- 
ish, and printed in these languages pp. 
1,428,000. In the Grand Duchy of Hesse, 
our brethren have quite recently obtain- 
ed liberty from the Government to wor- 
ship and to baptize, the latter with the 
very humane advice that as the minister 
for home affairs had learned that the 
Baptists baptized in the rivers, they 
should take care that the baptized did 
not catch acold. 


Favorable Tidings. 

The brother whom I sent to Bucha- 
rest, in Wallachia, sends me favorable re- 
ports. The services he conducts begin 
to be better attended, and there is every 
prospect that in due time the word of the 
Lord will run, have free course, and be 
glorified in the conversion of sinners. 

In East Prussia, large numbers have 
been converted since the commencement 
of the present year. At K6nigsberg 
forty-eight have been immersed at once, 
and at Reetz, thirty-two. The field is 
most inviting, but alas! we cannot enter 
as we would, especially not in Russia, 
because we have not the means of giving 
the needful to the men we might be able 
to send. 

I hope and pray that the Lord may 
soon take his chastening rod from your 
nation, that the lives and property spent 
in this fearful conflict may be consecrat- 
ed to Him in the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom. 

FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. L——, P—. 
Encouraging State. 

Villeneuve, (Vaud) Switzerland, July 
5, 1864.—Let me tell the readers of the 
Magazine of the encouragement and the 
blessing which God has recently granted 
to the work entrusted to us. My last 


France.— Letter from Mr. L 


visit to. my former field of labor in May 
last gave-me great joy. I found there 
new souls awakened by the Divine bless- 
ing on the faithful labors of Mr. C——, 
otkers disposed to be baptized, and others 
who had backslidden, revived and ready 
to return to the church. With the bless- 
ing of God, we shall soon have a spirit- 
ual feast there. 
An Active Christian. 
I visited recently the town of M——, 


forty kilometres from Paris, where we 
have a faithful sister, who is truly a la- 


| borer for God. She visits the sick around 


her, hasa Sabbath school for the children 
whom she can collect, and carries the 
gospel at the same time into the families. 
Through her Christian zeal, five persons 
have been brought to Christ, besides her 
husband, who is very near the kingdom 
of God. We hope soon to have seven 
church members here, who will form a 
gospel-centre for this beautiful valley, 
called the valley of Chevreuse. May the © 
Lord help us to realize our hopes for the 
salvation of souls and the glorious king- 
dom of our God and Saviour. 
Additions by Baptism. 

I was called, the last Sabbath in June, 
to attend the examination of seven per- 
sons, lately converted from Popery, and 
to introduce them to the church by gos- 
pel baptism. It was truly affecting to 
witness the piety and the goodness stamp- 
ed upon the countenances of these per- 
sons at their baptism and at the Lord’s 
Supper. 

These things took place in the former 
field of br. C——, where four months 
previously I had the pleasure of baptizing 
ten others,—making seventeen this year, 
in that vicinity. Thanks be to God! 
We hope that under the watchful super- 
intendence of br. L——, who is now in 
charge there, this work will go on and 
prosper for the glory of God. Help us 
by your prayers. 
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MINISTERS AND MISSIONS. 


Under God the progress of the mis- 
sionary cause at home depends more on 
the influence of the ministry than on any 
other cause, yea, more, perhaps, than on 
all others combined. Permit me, then, 
dear brethren, in all brotherly affection 
and sincerity, to address a few words to 
you on this subject, viz.: your duty as 
ministers in cultivating a missionary spir- 
it among your people. 

Depend upon it, the matter is, to a 
great extent, in your own hands. As 
you are, so will your people be. They 
will not rise above your level; nay, they 
wiil not rise so high, unless you take pains 
to bring them up. Some ministers sup- 
pose that their duty is done, when they 

.yive the people an opportunity to con- 

tribute annually in a-public collection. I 
ain surprised at such a position. If a 
man were to treat the other objects of 
his ministry in the same careless way, 
would churches be built, or sinners con- 
verted, or would he commend himself to 
the Master for his zeal ? 

Other ministers suppose they show 
quite a zeal for missions if they preach a 
missionary sermon at the time of the 
yearly collection. Alas! that there are 
so many among our ministers! What a 
miserably low estimate they put on the 
importance of the great work! Besides, 
this one sermon is oftentimes so abstract 
and general, or written and delivered in 
such a lifeless and matter-of-course style 
that it completely fails to reach the hearts 
of the people. This is all the greater 
shame, since there is no theme better 
adapted to the highest kind of eloquent 
appeal. A man who does not grow elo- 
quent when standing up to advocate the 

~cause of missions, either lacks the soul of 
eloquence, or is destitute of any real in- 
terest in the cause. The effect, also, of 
this preaching always and only at the 


time a collection is taken, is bad. It 
causes the people to dislike the subject, 
and leads them almost imperceptibly to 
regard missions merely as a scheme for 
getting money out of them. When a 
collection is to be taken is not, in fact, 
the best time to present the cause, for 
the reason that most of the people have 
already determined that they will give 
and have prepared themselves accord- 
ingly. The sermon should rather be 
when the collection is announced. 


But, as a missionary, I cannot feel sat- 
isfied with one sermon a year. Look at 
the missionary matter in the New Testa- 
ment. To say nothing of the frequent 
allusions to the work by Christ in the 
gospels, and by Paul in the Epistles, 
look at the beok of Acts, entirely on this 
subject, and constituting fully one-eighth 
of the whole New Testament Scripture. | 
Let a man take the Scripture for his 
guide, and preach in the proportion of 
faith, and he will come to this theme 
oftener than once a year. The reluct- 
ance with which many good men intro- 
duce this theme in their pulpit ministra- 
tions is amazing. It is, perhaps, partly 
because it is so generally connected with 
an appeal for money. But this is not all. 
It shows the lack of a just appreciation 
of the work; otherwise the mere un- 
pleasantness of the subject would scarce- 
ly deter good men from their duty. Such 
men regard the missionary work as in- 
deed a great and grand work, but they 
do not think of it as adivinely appointed 
work, solemnly obligatory on the church, 
and on them as her ministers They 
take up the subject as a suitable one 
when the collection is to be taken up; or 
if perchance a missionary visits the 
church; but they do not take it up reg- 
ularly as a constituent part of the gospel 
they are set to preach and defend. Their 
missionary zeal is periodical, accidental, 
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excited by special causes and occasions, 
not habitual, spontaneous, springing from 
a solemn sense of duty, and from zeal 
for the glory of God, and love for per- 
ishing men. 

I know, indeed, that few, if any, of 
our ministers will admit the charge of 
want of zeal for missions. They think, 
either that they are not specially called 
as ministers to advocate this cause, or 
that they do make it as prominent as its 
relative importance demands. The first 
position is surely untenable. The mis- 
sionary cause is a part of the gospel. 
It is not at all a supplementary matter, 
but a component part of that very sys- 
tem of grace, which the minister is sent 
to preach. This is the only ground on 
which the cause can or ought to stand, 
and missionary views based on any other 
ground are radically wrong. Ministers 
are the defenders of the faith and the 
teachers of the people, and it is as much 
their duty to instrucf, to reprove, and to 
exhort their people on this subject as on 
liberality to the poor ‘or observance -of 
the Sabbath. Nay, more, they are the 
representatives to the people of a dying 
world, and they should present faithfully 
their claims and cries for help. They 
are to sympathize with Christ, and as his 
ambassadors they should intercede with 
They are 
placed between the living and the dead. 
Let them not neglect or ignore the high 
and holy trust. 


the church for the perishing. 


The second position involves an esti- 
mate of the relative importance of the 
missionary work. On this I cannot enter 
But if a mere opportunity 
to contribute, or a few statistics read, or 
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a still-born sermon delivered annually, 
be all that you suppose its relative im- 
portance demands, I am sorry. While 
such views are held by ministers at home, 
there is little hope that adequate means 
will be provided to preach the gospel to 
the heathen. I ecannot but express my 
own solemn conviction that such a low 
estimate of the work, and which I know 
is the one adopted by not a few in the 
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church, does not give it such a position 
as Christ and his apostles gave it, does 
not give such a position as the Holy 
Spirit has given it in the Scriptures, nor 
such a position as it was designed to hold 
in the economy of God’s grace to the 
world. 


I have already adverted to the fact, 
that missionary sermons lose much of 
their efficiency by being too abstract and 
general. They should, no doubt, set 
forth the doctrines and principles on 
which the work is founded. But this is 
not all, nor chiefly, what they should do. 
They should appeal to the hearts of the 
people, as Christians, as feeling for the 
woes of dying men, and as sympathizing 
with Christ in his redemptive work and 
soul-travail for lost men. They should 
also set forth the moral and spiritual con- 
dition of the heathen, how they are not 
only wretchedly ignorant and blinded, 
(which is too often supposed to be the 
worst of their condition,) but how they 
are universally sunk to the lowest depth 
of wickedness, giving Idbse run to all 
those corrupt and malignant passions that 
degrade and pollute the soul, and how 
their religions are a bundle of vain su- 
perstitions, cruel rites and gross decep- 
tions. And this should be done in de- 
tail, enforcing the general statement by 
facts and illustrations. 


Further, missionary sermons should 
bring out a comprehehsive statement of 
the history, progress and prospects of 
missions. Especially the missions of our 
own church, their number, location, 
strength, progress and prospects should 
be noted, so that the people may become 
as familiar with them as they are with the 
great divisions of the earth, or with the 
towns in their own counties. The difli- 
culties, hindrances and trials of the work 
should also be dwelt on frequently and 
fully. ‘This will not injure the cause, as 
some have supposed, but will call forth 
sympathy and prayer for the missionary, 
and will silence the clamor for greater 
success, which has so often injured the 
cause. The people must be informed or 


870 Miscellany. — Ministers and Missions. 


they will not do. It may be said, per- 
haps, that this information is given at the 
monthly concert. But are the people 
there to hear? or, is the information 
given to empty pews? It may also be 
said, perhaps, that such information is 
given more fully in missionary papers and 
books than it can be in the pulpit, and 
that there is the proper place for the peo- 
ple toget it. The same may be said, how- 
ever, of various other matters that must, 
nevertheless, be preached, and preached 
frequently. It would be just as reason- 
able to depend on religious books and 
newspapers to spread abroad, and defend 
and enforce the other parts, and all parts 
of gospel truth. The fact is, the people 
do not, and until a great change takes 
place, they will not get sufficient infor- 
mation from books and newspapers. The 
minister has, or should have, opportuni- 
ties and facilities for getting information 
that the mass of the people cannot have. 
Let him, then, instruct the people. To 
do this, remember, will require more 
than the occasional reading of an anec- 
dote or statistical statement from a mis- 
sionary magazine or report. This is 
what so often makes the subject dry and 
unwelcome. It will require research, 
painstaking study, but it can be done— 
yea, and done so as not only to instruct, 
but also to interest the people. The lim- 
ited amount of information on this sub- 
ject possessed by the majority of the 
people would scarcely be believed. They 
know that there is a Board of Missions, 
and that money is wanted to send mis- 
sionaries to the heathen—and this all.— 
How many, think you, know the num- 
ber, strength, location and progress of 
our own missions, to say nothing of those 
of other churches; or, how many have 
any just idea of the real condition of the 
heathen world, and of the utter inade- 
quacy of the agencies in operation for 
their evangelization ? Alas! they are 
hard to find and easy to count, as I have 
been alike pained and surprised to find. 
My serious conviction, brethren, is, that 
there is verily a fault among ministers in 
this matter. As missionaries we look to 
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you, brethren, for sympathy and coéper- 
ation. You must carry this great cause 
on your shoulders. To you it properly 
belongs. 

There are other ways, besides formal 
sermons, in which the pulpit can be made 
subservient to the missionary cause. A 
preacher, if he keeps posted up in mis- 
sionary matters, can often introduce into 
his sermons, with the happiest effect, an- 
ecdotes and incidents from missionary 
life. He can place heathen religions and 
morality in contrast, as he presents the 
pure and holy and living doctrines of 
the gospel of Christ. He can enrich his 
style with figures and illustrations from 
heathen religions and customs, and from 
missionary trials and triumphs. He can 
even, if occasion offers, use the pulpit in 
an extraordinary manner. I once heard 
a venerable pastor and ex-professor of 
theology, at the close of his regular ser- 


vice, announce to the people an unex- 


pected and most encouraging success 
which one of our missions had experi- 
enced. He added no comment, but his 
full heart broke out in one emphatic, 
“Glory to God, Hallelujah !” and he dis- 
missed the congregation. The impression 
made was most happy—yea, powerful. 
I shall never forget it. 

A minister can, and_should, serve the 
missionary cause in other ways than by 
preaching. He should establish and sus- 
tain a monthly concert. This much, at 
least, the mission cause claims of the 
prayers of the church. Is it too much ? 
Yet even this is not given in all cases, 
for there are many churches, alas, which 
know nothing of a monthly concert. 
How a minister can claim to have the 
missionary cause at heart, and yet neg- 
lect the monthly concert, I cannot see. 
He may, indeed, say that the people take 
no interest in it, and do not attend. 
This, however, is chiefly bis own fault. 
It is his business to make jt interesting, 
and to exhort the people to attend. It 
is anything but a barren subject. It is 
easier to make such a prayer-meeting in- 
teresting than a general prayer-meeting. 
To assist, our Board issues missionary pa- 
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pers before the first of each month, which 
are sent to all our ministers. ‘The same 
amount of labor that is usually bestow- 
ed on a weekly evening. lecture, will 
make the monthly concert interesting 
and popular. The monthly concert ‘is 
the pulse of missionary life; and I have 
often thought it would be wise to make 
it, together with the missionary spirit in 
general, a standing item in the annual 
reports of ministers to the Association. 
Pastors should secure the circulation 
of missionary papers. + These are justly 
regarded by all the friends of missions as 
a most important means of diffusing mis- 
sionary information. They should not 
take the place of the pastdr’s labor, but 
should be used by him as helps and in- 
struments by which to do his work more 
effectually. Their circulation will-de- 
pend, almost always, directly on the in- 
fluence and efforts of the pastor. * With- 
out him, perhaps, two or three pious, 
praying mothers in Israel, will take the 
Missionary pamphlet, and this will be 
all. Let each minister, then, take up 
this matter as of paramount interest to 
the mission cause, and let him see to it 
that, so far as his efforts can possibly se- 
cure it, the monthly Missionary shall be 
It may cost labor and 
pains, but it is more than worth it all. 
The pastor is ina most favorable posi- 
tion to raise up missionaries. Let him 
not neglect the opportunity. When he 
addresses the children of his flock in the 
Sabbath school, or when he talks to them 
in their own homes, let him set this work 
before them as worthy of their highest 
and holiest ambition. Missionaries not 
a few can refer their first thoughts of the 
work to just such impressions, made in 
early youth. A ministermay often accom- 
plish a great work with but small outlay. 
What a privilege to be the instrument, 


in every family. 


under God, in directing the steps of one, 
two or half a dozen, earnest young men 
to the heathen, who might otherwise have 
grown up to pursue some merely secular 
calling at home. 

There are various other ways, on which 
I cannot dwell, in which a minister may 
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serve this blessed cause. If his heart is 
engaged he will not lack opportunity.— 
He can remember the cause both gener- 
ally and specially in his prayers in the 
great congregation. He can give en- 
couragement and codperation to any mis- 
sionary movement or society started _ 
among his people. In the social circle, 
he can improve the many opportunities 
that offer for diffusing information, re- 
moving prejudices, and answering and 
exposing the various threadbare excuses 
so popular with the world, and even with 
many Christians. 

Finally, dear brethren, seek to have 
your own hearts deeply imbued with the 
spirit of missions. It is the very mind 
which was also in the Lord Jesus. It is 
the highest type of ministerial character, 
and the only sufficient spring of mission- 
ary labor. Consider the apostle and high 
priest of your profession, and seek to be 
imbued with his spirit. Study profound- 
ly the comprehensive principles and de- 
sign of the gospel. Keep yourselves fully 
abreast of the news of the kingdom, es- 
pecially as it relates to the outposts which 
are planted in Satan’s seat. As a good 
general, frequently consult your march- 
ing orders. They define the field of your 
operations. The only commission you 
have to preach the gospel at all, embraces 
the world in its terms. Let your views 
of duty be as comprehensive as your 
commission. You will meet with diffi- 
culties and discouragements, perhaps 
with opposition. Be on your guard that 
these things do not quench your zeal. 
You will need much grace and much 
faith in this, as in other parts of your 
work. Give special attention to the fact 
(too little considered), that there is in 
your circumstances a natural tendency 
too much to localize your views and feel- 
ings, and thus, in fact, to place the mis- 
You 
see the fields around you white to the 
harvest, and the wants of your own field 
being so constantly before you and press- 
ed upon your attention, a deeper impres- 
sion is made than, perhaps, the relative 
importance of the work would warrant. 


sionary ‘work in the background. 


872 


Just as things most constantly and near- 
ly in contact with us always influence us 
anost, so the home field is in danger of 
shutting out the foreign field. Though 
not nearly so large nor so destitute, yet, 
being so near, it subtends an angle that 
covers the whole heathen world. Hence, 
no doubt it is, that so many young men 
who go forth with lively zeal for this 
cause, lose it almost all in a few years. 
Hence, also, it is, perhaps, that so many 
good ministers at home manifest so little 
active interest in this cause. O, if all 
the ministers in Christian America could 
be transferred for a few years to heathen 
lands, and made to pass through, and see 
with their own eyes, and hear with their 
own ears, and understand with their own 
hearts, the spiritual destitution and death 
that prevails throughout all this great 
mass of dying humanity—this vast em- 
pire of Satan—and then set back again 
in their respective charges, what a won- 
derful effect would be produced! The 
church, in all her branches, would soon 
be moved by such a mighty missionary 
impulse as the world has never seen. 

Suffer me thus far, dear brethren. I 
speak from a full heart, in all honesty 
and charity. I do not accuse you, but as 
brethren beloved I exhort you. The 
great Head of the church bless the ex- 
hortation, and make it a word fitly 
spoken. Brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of God may have free course and 
be glorified, even as it is with you. 

C. W. Mateer, Missionary in China. 


MISSION TO THE GARROWS. 


We copy from an English magazine an arti- 
cle on a proposed mission among the Garrow 
tribe in Assam, that the friends of the American 
Baptist Mission in that country may see that 
while we carry forward the work too inefli- 
ciently, we are not likely to be left alone in the 
conquest of that country for Jesus Christ. It 
will be remembered that the Garrows have al- 
ready been attracted to our mission, and a few 
of them have been baptized. (See Mag. for 
April, 1864, p. 106.) 

The province of Assam, which forms 
the boundary of our north-east posses- 
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sions in India, although annexed to the 
British Empire since the year 1825-6, 
has been almost unknown to the people 
of England, until within the last few 
years, when the successful cultivation of 
the tea-plant attracted many of our coun- 
trymen to visit it, and invest their money 
in the production of this valuable arti- 
cle of consumption. The success of these 
speculations has procured for Assam 
a notoriety amongst the English pub- 
lic, which those most anxious for its pros- 
perity and advancement ten or twelve 
years ago could scarcely have antici- 
pated. 

But while I rejoice with the warmest 
friends of the province in its improved 
and daily improving condition in a mer- 
cantile point of view, I cannot but grieve 
for the moral and spiritual degradation 
and darkness of the people, and that so 
little has been done, or is now doing, to 
raise them from the depths of ignorance 
and superstition in which they are sunk. 


The extreme length of the Province is 
about 400 miles, and its breadth varies 
from forty to seventy miles. Its popula- 
tion is about 700,000, but this does not 
include the various hill tribes who inhabit 
the mountains which enclose the valley, 
and which number sixteen or seventeen, 
quite distinct from each other, with a diag 
lect peculiar to each. I believe, however, 
that there are few, if any, of the tribes 
who do not understand and speak As- 
samese (the common language of the peo- 
ple of the plains), where they descend 
from their hills during the cold season to 
barter their wares. 


Up to the year 1846-7, the only mis- 
sionaries who appear to have visited the 
Province were five or six from the Amer- 
ican Baptist Board, who took up their sta- 
tions at Gowahati, Nowgong, and Sibsa- 
gor, all on the south bank of the Brahma- 
putra. I regret to hear, however, that 
their numbers have been reduced to 
only three, in consequence, I presume, 
of the fearful war, which has similarly 
affected other missions supported by that 
country in different parts of the world. 


| 
| 
| 
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In 1846-7, a dear Christian friend and 
brother officer, the late Captain James 
Gordon, who had charge of the district 
of Durrung, on the north. bank of the 
river, established, with the aid of a few 
friends, and in connection with the late 
Rev. Dr. Heberlin, a mission at Tez- 
pur, the headquarters station of his dis- 
trict. The missionaries who have la- 
bored in this field have been procured 
from Germany, but have never at any 
one time exceeded two in number; in- 
deed, since the year 1850, the work has 
been carried on by the Rev. C. Hessel- 
meyer alone, among the Assamese and 
Cacharies principally, who form the pop- 
ulation of the district. In the early part 
of last year (1863), finding their funds 
insufficient for the increasing demand for 
more laborers, &c., the committee suc- 
ceeded, through the interest of the bishop 
of Calcutta, in prevailing with the Pro- 
pagation Society to adoptit. During the 
last two years of its independent labors, 
a very marked success and blessing at- 
tended it. The number of conversions 
during that period exceeded that of all 
the previous years of its eventful history. 
Having been myself associated with it 
from its commencement, and for six years 
its honorary secretary in this country, I 
am able to testify to the Lord’s wonder- 
ful dealings with this mission in provi- 
dence and in grace, which, were I to re- 
count them, would fill a small volume. 

On my return to England in 1855, I 
was induced to make its existence known 
to friends whom the Lord raised up from 
time to time, and was thus enabled to re- 
mit to the committee from 100/ to 150/ 
per annum towards its support; but on 
its transfer to the Propagation Society, 
my connection with the mission and the 
remittance altogether ceased. 

And this leads nie to the subject which 
I had in view in addressing you. When 
it became known to a dear Christian 
brother who had recently been appoint- 
ed to the Province as chaplain, that the 
funds which I had been in the habit of 


sending out were to cease, he wrote to 
me as follows :— 
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“I need not say how sincerely I regret 
your mention of the withdrawal from the 
‘Assam Mission’ of a good half of its sup- 
port; but from the tenor of your letter, 
I conclude that the money hitherto re- 
mitted through you to Assam, must be’ 
definitely lost to the Propagation Society. 
I feél no hesitation, therefore, as regards 
that society, in making the following 
earnest appeal to you. I came to Assam 
three months ago, and what did I find ? 
A country as large as Scotland, with its 
highlands and lowlands, and its many 
tribes, and the entire country—except 
Tezpur and three spots occupied by 
American Baptist missionaries—spirit~ 
ually speaking, a waste. Now, in this 
wide fallow ground there is activity in 
every department but that of winning 
souls!—with the above exceptions. The 
officers of police have traversed the 
length and breadth of the land ; the sur- 
veyor has parcelled out estates in remote 
regions; the engineer is planning a road 
from end to end; but the chaplain, so 
long as he is without means, can only sit 
down and mourn over the general dead- 
ness around him. Now in all these other 
departments the necessary supply of men 
and money is willingly rendered by gov- 
ernment; but no one knows as well as 
you, after your long labor of love, how 
utterly dependent the clergyman is on 
such help as that which you have ren- 
dered for so many years. 

“Let us suppose Tezpur out of the 
question. The people of the plains have 
imbibed much of the prejudice and sup- 
pleness of the Hindus. This is not the 


case with the Hill tribes, the success 


which has attended the mission to Chota 
Nagpore, and that to the Karens in Bur- 
mah, together with the general character 
of the Hill tribes in and around Assam, 
convinces me that it isin the Hills tliat . 
we should strike with ‘God’s hammer.’— 
I have the strongest feeling that it is my 


‘duty to compass, with the best means in 


my power, at least a mission to one Hill 
tribe. 

“The tribe I have chosen is the Gar- 
row,—partly from my own means of ac- 


cess to it, partly from the information I 
have gathered respecting it. I cannot 
hope to raise a sufficient sum in India; 
but with your support I could commence 
such a mission at once; will you not help 
us ? 

“I shall do myself the pleasure of for- 
warding you by the next mail a little ac- 
count of the Garrows, which I am pre- 
paring. It is not printed, but if you ap- 
prove of it for circulating among sub- 
scribers, it can be. 

“Believe me, 
(Signed). “W. Ayersr. 

“To Col. Foquett.” 

+ In addition to the reasons assigned by 
Mr. Ayerst for selecting the Garrows, 
another very strong one might be ad- 
vanced. It would appear from official 
records, that this tribe practically be- 
longed to us as far back as the year 1788, 
and with the solitary exception of a pro- 
jected mission in 1825, which came to 
nothing eventually, it seems no effort has 
been made to reclaim.or improve them. 
In 1819, the Court of Directors wrote in 
their letter of instructions to the Gov- 
ernment of India :—* With respect to the 
Garrows themselves, they are a peculiar 
tribe, distinct in their manners and in 
their language from the inhabitants of 
the contiguous British territory; and 
though their conduct towards our people 


is frequently marked, on the occasion of + 


their incursions, by that fierce spirit 
which usually attends a state. of barbar- 
ism among a border race of mountain- 
eers, we have observed that there are 
other traits in their character which in- 


duce us to hope that they ntay be found. 


cusceptible of moral and intellectual im- 
provement.” 

Receiving this appeal as a Call from the 
Lord to resume what I had most unwill- 
ingly laid down, I immediately respond- 
ed to it, pledging myself to do all I could, 


in dependence upon the Lord, to advance 


the cause among the poor Garrows.— 
Shortly after I received the account of 
‘the Garrows which Mr. Ayerst had 
promised me, and have had it printed, 
and shall be happy to supply a copy to 
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any person desiring to have one. Its 
contents are as follows :— 

1. The Garrows as a field for mission 
work. 

2. The proposal to establish a mission 
to the Garrows. 

3.. An argument for the undertaking, 
derived from the primitive nature of 
tribes of this character. 

4. Encouragement for a Garrow Mis- 
sion, drawn from examples of success in 
other localities similarly circumstanced. 

5. Our duty as the ruling power. 

6. The advantage in the present in- 
stance of the extent of country under 
consideration, and of its relation to other 
countries. 

The Garrow Mission, projected in 
1825.— 

1. The religion of this tribe. 

2. Their morality. 

3. Their domestic economy. 

Conclusion. 

Should the Lord be graciously pleased 
to favor this undertaking, I would follow 
the teaching and practice of our blessed 
Lord and his disciples, and send out two 
brethren, one or both of them being mar- 
ried; and if one were acquainted with 
the use of medicine, so much the better, 
as the principal importance of their 
priests is derived from their ministrations 
to the sick. The language being ac- 
quired, schools should be established as 
soon as practicable for boys and girls, and 
thus a connecting link would be formed 
between the parents and the missionaries, 
which, under the Divine blessing, might 
lead to the happiest results.—A. Foquett 
in Christian Work. 


THE LAOS PEOPLE. 

The Rev. Messrs. McGilvary and Wil- 
son, of the American Presbyterian Mission 
in Siam, have made a visit of exploration 
to the country of the Laos. Their chief 
object was to gain information concern- 
ing this people, which would show how 
far the door is open for missionary labors 
among them. We have received from 
these brethren a report of their visit.— 
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The want of space precludes our print- 
ing it in full, but we make such extracts 
from it as will bring the subject before 
the people. 

The Countzy of the Laos, 

“The limits of their country are not 
very well defined. The country, so far 
as they have a distinct nationality, is sit- 
uated about north from Siam. Its pres- 
ent limits may be defined as lying be- 
tween 17 and 21 degrees N. lat. and the 
eastern confines of Burmah, or about 96 
and 101 degrees E. lon., embracing, 
therefore, about four or five degrees of 
both latitude and longitude. Of this 
country, Chieng Mai, the limit of our 
present tour, is the capital. It is situat- 
ed on the Quee Ping river, one of the 
head branches of the Meinam, in about 
lat. 19 degrees. It is about forty-five 
days distant from Bangkok, with ordi- 
nary speed, on the upward voyage, and 
about eighteen days on the return, and 
about fifteen days from Maulmain by 
elephants, the only mode of travel be- 
tween those cities. But while this is the 
home of the nation, it is far from being 
the home of the Laos people. The lat- 
ter, more or less pure and unmixed, are 
scattered all over the northern portion 
of Siam, extending on the east to Cam- 
bodia, with towns and villages almost 
purely Laos scattered all through the 
kingdom of Siam, and extending up into 
Cochin China on the north-east, whence 
the tribes around Petchaburi came. As 
might therefore be naturally anticipated, 
their language has been modified in each 
of these cases by contact with the people 
among whom they dwell; so that there 
are several dialects, each differing some- 
what from the parent stem, according to 
the location and circumstances of those 
speaking it.” 

History and Present Political Condition. 


“The kingdom itself was formerly large 
and compact, probably equal in impor- 
tance at that time to Siam itself. But 
its unity was lost and its distinct national 
existence so materially threatened, that 
it-was well nigh destroyed by having been 


conquered a long time ago by the Bur 


mese, and oppressed by them, according to _ 


tradition, for about twelve years. They 
appealed to th® Siamese for aid, and were 
delivered from the dominion of Burmah ; 
but as usual in such cases, it was almost 
at the expense of their national existence. 
Most of their northern territory actually 
fell into the possession of the Siamese, 
and has ever since been incorporated with 
their own; while the king and the whole 
country defined above became tributary 
to the kingdom of the white elephant. 
But still this dependence of the king and 
chief city and much of the country has 
been nominal rather than real. The 
regal office, as it may well be termed, if 
viewed in reference to their own country, 
or the gubernatorial, if as a province of 
Siam, has continued strictly hereditary, 
descending from father to son or the 
nearest heir to the throne. Courtesy 
and custom, which-in the East has all the 
force of law, requires each newly appoint- 
ed one to receive the sanction of the 
king of Siam, and to make his obeisance to 
him, just as the feudal lord during the 
middle ages, residing in the outskirts of a 
great kingdom, had to receive the sanc- 
tion of the liege lord. But, as often there, 
so here, they enjoy their own code of 
laws, which have never been interfered 
with by the Siamese authority. Their 
king is as absolute in his own dominions 
as the king of Siam. In fact he would as- 
sume prerogatives and exercise anthority 
which the latter himself would hardly 
do. He is literally what the Siamese 
and Laos each mean by one of their 


‘titles which they apply to their kings— 


chow chewit, or lord of life. The latter 
not only has the supreme authority of 
life and death in his own hands, but he 
exercises it yearly, and from his decision 
there is no appeal. Yet he has to paya 
yearly visit either in person or through 


_oue of his highest noblemen to the court 


of Siam, partly in order to show his fidel- 
ity and pay his. respects and make pres- 
ents to the king. As far as I am aware, 
the amount and value of these latter are 
optional rather than fixed by law, in the 
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form of a regular tribute. It is usually 
paid in teak trees, in which the’ Laos 
country abounds,and which, together with 
elephants’ tusks and some gums, &c.,con- 
stitute the principal articles of export from 
the country. So that while the country 
has ever maintained an independence of 
its own, it has still sufficient dependence 
on Siam to nmke the laws of the one, if 
not authoritative, at least respected in 
the other. And the Laos would proba- 
bly do nothing to offend the Siamese 
government or break aconnection which, 
while it is honorable to themselves, has 
ever afforded them protection against 
their Burmese and other neighbors; and 
no passport could be taken to the country 
which would be more respected or afford 
more protection than the seal of the white 
elephant.” 

' We must omit details of the annual visit 
to Bangkok, when “from 150 to 250 per- 
sons in eighteen or twenty boats” go, 
sometimes headed by the Laos king, down 


to the Siam capital, where they spend | 


often two or three months. It was -by 
means of these annual visits that the 
attention of some of the missionaries in 
Bangkok was first turned to the question 
of missionary labor in the Laos country. 
Dr. Bradley had heard the king himself 
say, several years ago, that should a mis- 
sionary go there he should be “protected 
and respected.” 


The Open Door. 

Missionaries would be safe m the Laos 
country under Siamese protection, even 
if the Laes rulers were unfriendly; 
though in this case their position would 
be an embarrassing one ; but “our friends 
were received with great kindness,” Mr. 
McGilvary writes, “by the acting rulers 
and also by the chief wife and daughter 
of the king, who were acquaintances of 
Mrs. McGilvary” in Bangkok, “and the 


latter invited and almost urged us to re- | 


turn to Bangkok in time to return again 
with the king this year.” They assured 
the mi:sionaries of “assistance in settling, 
and that they would take good care” of 
them. Other persons of rank expressed 
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the same friendly feelings, and sich of 
the common people as learned their ob- 
ject were much pleased with it. Pres- 
ents of rice and fowls were made to them, 
and much kindness was shown. No 
doubts were intimated as to their being 
welcomed as residents. On their return 
to Bangkok they called on the Laos 
king, still in that city on his visit, and 
were very kindly received, the king re- 
marking that if he had been at home he 
would not have let them leave so soon, 
and renewing the invitations and offers 
of assistanéé made to them by his family. 
“The way is doubtless open,” says Mr. 
McGilvary, “with a little prudence and 
caution at first on the part of those who 
should go, to get a foothold for a perma- 
nent mission. So clear am I on this 
point, that should the Board see proper 
to transfer me to that field, in connection 
with another member of the mission, or 
with a young man from home, I feel al- 
most safe in pledging, by the blessing of 
God, that the foundation can be laid.” 


The Number and Character of the People. 

“We visited, ourselves, successively the 
cities of Ton (pronounced as turn would 
be without the r), Lakon, and Lampoon, 
containing respectively about 5,000, 20 
or 30,000, and 10,000 inhabitants. Lam- 
poon and Lacon are very interesting 
places in themselves, and might well 
justify a mission each in itself, and they 
come more immediately under Siamese 
law and authority than Chieng Mai.— 
But for the present they would all be ac- 
cessible from Chieng Mai, which would, 
on the whole, be the most eligible place 
for a mission to that people, as the natu- 
ral and political centre of influence to the 
race. Lampoon is not a day’s walk from 
it, and Lakon is but a little more than 
two days from Lampoon. We spent three 
days at Lacon, which is the second place 
in size and importance in the kingdom. 
I mention these places especially because 
we visited them ourselves and can speak 
from personal observation of their desira- 
bleness as mission stations. Chieng Mai 
is itself a large city, whose population it 
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is difficult to estimate; but it must be 
more than 50,000, while with the small 
towns and dependent villages around it, 
it doubtless contains over 100,000; which 
they claim for it themselves. It has over 
eighty heathen temples in it. To the 
north of Chieng Mai is Muang Chieng 
Lai, and Muang Phee, and Muang Nan, 
all of which are places of considerable 
importance, and haye Laos villages and 
dependencies all around them; while 
further north still is the larger city of 
Chieng Toong, situated among the moun- 
tains, and dependent of Burmah.” .. . 

“What is the probable estimate of the 
whole people it is difficult to say. This 
difficulty is common to all eastern coun- 
tries, but much greater in such a one as 
’ we have seen the Laos to be, divided up 
between several kingdoms. But however 
diversified the region which they inhabit, 
and however numerous the countries in 
which they are found, the call for a mis- 
sion among them would not be at all les- 
sened, but rather increased by this con- 
sideration. The language which they all 
speak is so similar, that they would come 
under the missionary’s influence, wher- 
ever found—particularly all of those 
found in their own or the Siamese king- 
doms. Our own trip was. too short to 
enable us to form an estimate of the pop- 
ulation, except in the cities visited. It 
has convinced us, however, of one fact; 
that they are a very numerous people, 
and, taken as a race, as we have seen, 
scattered abroad, may doubtless justify 
the old belief that they are more numer- 
ous than the Siamese. 


“I have no hesitation in saying that 


they are a more interesting people in 
many respects than the Siamese. They 
have far more stamina of character, and, 
I think, far less levity and frivolity of 
manner. Their situation, too, has been 
favorable to their morality, at least in 
regard to those vices which heathen na- 
tions derive from their connection with 
the commerce of Ghristian nations.— 
They have, therefore, not so much: of 
that prejudice against Christian nations 
which is produced by such association. 
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They are far removed from any great 
commercial emporium, and they aré gov- 
erned by a firm but apparently gentle 
hand. Their present ruler, so far ai we 
could learn, is both loved and feared by 
his people. We may mention, as an in- 
stance of the strictness of his laws, that 


theft of all kinds is punished with ceath ; 


and it is said that a man may travel all 
through his kingdom without the fear of 
a theft. They are, as a race, addicted 
to the use of ardent spirits, and many of 
them smoke opium, without the interdict 
which is laid upon that practice in Siam, 
where only Chinamen are allowed by law 
to indulge in that pernicious habit. Their 
grade of intelligence is probably about 
the same as’ that of the Siamese, the 
males being generally able to read their 
own language, while the females are not. 
They labor under one great disadvan- 
tage which the Siamese have not for 
years—viz., the want of printed matter 
in their language. The art of printing © 
has never yet been introduced among 
them. One of the first things that will 
have to be done by the missionary as 
soon as he can translate a portion of the 
Scriptures, is to have a set of type pre- 
pared and introduce the art into the 
country.” .. . 


The Similarity of the Language to the 
Siamese. 

“The written character of the two lan- 
guages is entirely distinct ; but they had 
probably one parent stock, and it is even 
claimed, and probably on good authority, 
that the Laos is the parent language, and 
the Siamese an off-shoot from it, and in 
some respects a refinement on it. This 
original similarity, too, has been remark- 
ably preserved by the proximity of the 
two countries and their constant inter- 
course in trade, and dependence one on 
the other, so that they may rather be re- 
garded as different dialects of the same 
language than as two distinct languages. 
Where they do differ, it is often a slight 
variation in tone. peculiar to each, while 
any one acquainted with one of them can 
see the great similarity, amounting often 
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to identity, with the other. So remark- 
able is this, that even a book transferred 
from the Siamese to. the Laos character 
without a single alteration, would be 
gencrally intelligible. . . . We ourselves 
had no difficulty in this tour in under- 
standing the people or making ourselves 
understood by them wherever we went, 
sufficiently well for all the purposes of 
daily business, and to communicate much 
religious instruction. In fact all the 
higher classes speak Siamese nearly as 
well as the Siamese themselves; so that 
a missionary understanding the Siamese 
language going there could begin to labor 
the day he arrives, as we found that we 
could begin to tell the message of the 
gospel pretty intelligibly to hundreds 
‘who had never heard it before. Very 
seldom do we have a better audience or 
one more interested than we had at our 
public worship the two Sabbaths that we 
spent there. And in a very short time 
he could learn to speak it as spoken by 
the Laos themselves.- It would not take 
a year for a Siamese missionary to learn 
it so as to preach and begin to translate 
in pure Laos. This is the more remark- 
able when contrasted with the Burmese 
language, which is entirely different, al- 
though the two countries are alike con- 
tiguous. Their languages are so entirely 
distinct that the knowledge of the one 
does not facilitate the acquisition of the 
other. In fact, when we regard the sim- 
ilarity of the two languages and the ne- 
cessary intercourse between the two 
countries, new men would be well em- 
ployed to locate themselves in Bangkok 
and study the Siamese language a year 
or two.” 

Not only is the language of the Laos 
closely connected with that of the Siam- 
ese, but the intercourse of the former is 
with the latter, both as to political and 
commercial affairs—and not with the 
Burmese. This point is one of consider- 
able importance, as showing that the 


Laos are to be reached through Siam.—.- 
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PROGRESS IN INDIA. 
Concluded from p. 344. 


One of the most important and hope- 
ful indications of the advancement of the 
native mind appears in the extension of 
education among the females of India. 
This good work has, to a limited extent, 
been carried on for many years in the 
schools superintended by the wives of 
our missionaries, and from these many 
Christian wives and mothers have gone 
forth, who are diffusing blessings in their 
households. These females -have gener- 
ally belonged to the humbler classes of 
society ; but efforts haye been commenc- 
ed, and. are now extending, to impart: 
knowledge to the higher ranks of Hindu 
women; and though it is but the day of 
small things, we may confidently expect 
the happiest results. Now, indeed, many 
of the educated Hindus are desirous that 
their wives and daughters should receive 
the advantages of education, and are 
actually employing means to promote 
their mental improvement. And in no 
single department could wise and benev- 
olent efforts be employed with greater 
advantage to India, than by the enlight- 
enment and elevation of the female pop- 
ulation. 


The system of Zenana visitation to the 
females of respectable Hindu families is 
a means of Christian influence of great 
promise ; and, although not to be accom- 
plished without much difficulty and man- 
ifold discouragements, it is silently ex- 
tending. 

A more striking evidence of the ad- 
vance of the public mind of India in fa- 


‘vor of education, and in septiments of 


respect and esteem for Christian mission- 
aries, could scarcely be found than in 
the contrast of the misrepresentation, ri- 
dicule and reproach with which Mr. Duff 
commenced his noble and disinterested 
career in India, and the accumulated 
honors heaped upon him when he left its 
shores—honors rendered to him not only 
by his countrymen of the highest rank, 
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but by the most distinguished Hindus in 
the city of Calcutta. 

“Natives of the highest caste,” says 
the Friend of India, “now attend insti- 
tutions where the Bible is read, and hun- 
dreds assemble to hear a lecture from the 
most distinguished missionary of the day. 
Hindus were once horrified at the bare 
idea of defiling themselves by touching a 
dead body; now they study eagerly in 
the medical schools, and brahmins prac- 
tise dissection without scruple. One na- 
tive writes, ‘no more do we see any edu- 
cated Hindu believing in the dogmas of 
his forefathers’ religion.’ In a word, the 
former state of things is crumbling away 
like a piece of rotten wood. Future mis- 
sionaries will find the people ready and 
prepared to hear them, instead of their 
having to battle against prejudice and 
obstinate bigotry. The progress of mis- 
sions has been, upon the whole, rapid 
and wonderful, when the character of 
the people is taken into considera- 
tion.” 

Although the Directors’ are thankful 
in being able to present these favorable 
indications of the state and prospects of 
our Indian missions, they are constrained 
to add, that the entire Christian agency 
employed by all missionary institutions 
for the redemption of India from its de- 
basing and destructive idolatry, falls far 
short of the magnitude and urgency of 
the occasion, and of our sacred obliga- 
tions to our Divine Master and Lord.— 
The harvest is great—all but boundless 
—but the laborers are few. “Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest that 
- He would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.” 


Not only must the number of laborers 
be multiplied, and their qualifications. 
largely increased, but such are the gigan- 
tic obstacles to be overcome, that all will 
end in failure if unattended by the al- 
mighty and gracious power of the Holy 
Spirit. In these promised succors all 
our hopes must centre, and for their en- 
larged bestowment must our earnest 
prayers ascend.—Lond Miss. Chron. 
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Maine. 

Jefferson, Ist ch. 6; Warren, La- 
dies’ Bap. For. Miss. Soc., per 
E. A. Kennedy tr., 12; Spring- 
vale, Mrs. B. Quint 1; Liver- 
more Falls, ch. 8; Buckfield, 
Mrs. D. Spaulding, for nat. pr. 
in Dr. Binney’s sch., Rangoon, 
Burmah, 2.50; Eastport, ch. 
86; Thomaston, Ladies’ For. 
Miss. Soc., per Mrs. benj. Rob- 
inson tr., 15; Penobscot Asso., 
of wh. 30 is fr. Lincoln, ch., 9- 
-10 fr. Etna, ch., and 100 fr. 
Mrs. T. B. Robinson, Kendus- 
keag, 139.10; 


Charlotte, ch. 
Massachusetts. 


Gloucester, H. G. Sanford, tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. M. 
Bronson, Nowgong, Assam, 30; 
Newton, Theol. Inst., Soc. of 
Ingq., G. G. Illsley tr., 10; Clin- 
ton, quar, contrib., M. B. 5; 
Boston, Charles A. Roundy 5; 
Princeton, Asa H. Goddard 50; 
Plymouth, Miss Abigail B. 
Judson, for Burman Mission, 
50; East Brooktield, “a friend 
of missions”’ 3; 

Boston North Asso., Boston, 
Union Temple 74.49; Charles- 
town, Ist ch., Boardman Miss. 
Soc., semi ann. contrib., 200; 
Old Cambridge, ch., per J. B. 
Dana tr., 454; ‘ 

Westfield Asso., Holyoke, 1st ch. 
50; 2nd ch. 25; 

Salem Asso., Manchester, ch. 

Lowell Asso., Lawrence, Ist ch., 
Sab. sch., for miss. work, care 
of Mrs. M. H. Bixby, Toungoo, 

Burmah, per A. C. Whittier 


Vermont, 


Rhode Island. 
Wickford, ch., of wh. 25 is fr. 
Sab. sch., to sup. a Karen 
teacher, 35; Providence, 1st 
* ch., mon. con. 16.60; Phenix, 
ch. 380; Providence, Rev. R. F. 
Buel, to a boy in Rev. E. P. 
Scott’s Mikir sch., Nowgong, 
Assam, 25; Lovell Gen. Hos- 
ital, Ward 22, Portsmouth 
irove, fr. M. H. 10; Provi- 
dence, J. B. Hartwell 703 


Connecticut. 
New London, “Anon.,”’ of wh. 25 
is for the orphans, Nowgong, 
Assam, and 15 for Bibles in 
Burmah, 40; 12 fr. Suflield, 1st 
ch., 6.24 fr. Brooklyn, ch., 6.50 
fr. Packersville, ch., 4.50 fr. 
Woodstock, Ist ch., 15 fr. Plain- 
field, Union ch., 13.47 fr. Dan- 
bury, 2nd ch., 10 fr. Bloom- 
field, ch., 11 fr. Willington, 
ch., 16.25 fr. Easton, ch., 380- 
74 fr. Hartford, South ch. 
475.70; Litchfield, “a friend” 


153.00 


219.0 
| 
75.00 
16.50 
| 
—— 1022.99 
186.60 
| 565.70 
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New York. 
Yonkers, Sab. sch. 20; New York, 
J. V.. Fleet 12.50; Wyoming, 
M. Weed 10; Utica, Welsh 
Bap. sister, per Rev. J. Edred 
Jones, 1; Eaton, ch., per Rich- 
ard Smith tr., 24.40; 
Rev. 0. Dodge, Dist. 


findech: River North Asso., Hud- 
son, ch. 

Hudson River South Asso. 
Brooklyn, Prof. J. R. Raymond 
10; New York, W. P. Groom, 
mon. sub. wa friend,” by 
Rev. A. H.S 

Union Asso., jae | ch. 11; Red 
Mills, ch. 17 


New Jersey. 


. Central New Jersey Asso.,Prince- 


ton, with other donas. to cons. 
Rev. John B. Hutchinson H. 
L. M., per Rev. James French, 


Dist. Sec'y., 
Pennsylvania. 
Ebensburg, Welsh ch. 
Coll. per James French, 
Dist. Sec 
Philadelphia ‘Asso. , Hilltown, ch. 
5; Passyunk, ch. 5.90; New 
Britain, of wh. 5 is fr. Miss 
Rachel Mathias and 5 fr. Jas. 
D. Scott, 22.37; Great ree 
23.05; Philadelphia, Mrs 
A. L., for nat. pr., 5; 
Union Asso., Millbrook, 
. J. H., avails of 2.50 gold 
2.00, 
Abington ’Asso., 


Call, in Ger. Bap. chs., 
Eldred Township, ch. 9.50; Up- 
per Fairfield, ch. 6.32; 


Illinois. 

Blue Island, rye to print 
Testaments, 1 ; Sandwich, J. F. 
Tolman 4; Griggsville, Miss 
Louisa E. Houston 40; Green- 
ville, Almira College, Miss. 
Soc., tow. sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rey. M. H. Bixby, oungoo, 
Burmah, 31; 

Collections per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, Dist. Sec’y., 

Chicago Asso., Dundee, ch. 9.26; 
Elgin, ch., of wh. 1 ea. is fr. 
Mrs. Seward and Miss Jane 
Smith, 5.50; 

Dixon Asso., York; ch., of wh. 5 
is fr. Miss L. F. Dunnelly, 10 
ets. fr. Henry B. Russell, "tor 
Rev. E. P. Scott, and 50 fr. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Russell, to sup. 
two boys, Alvah Judson Cor- 
ner an ae Henry Corner in 
Rev. E. Mikir sch., 
Mowgeng, As 

Edwardsville io. . Alton, ch., 
Sab. sch., for Rev. Dr. Bin- 
ney’s Theol. sch., Rangoon, 
Burmah, 

Fox River Asso., Morris, ch. 16- 
-80; Sandwich, ch., Miss M. 8. 
Tollman 4; Plainfield, ch., tow. 
sup. of Ounyee, nat.’ pr., care 


Damascus, 1st 


35.00 


Donations. 


—— 236.61 


7 


30.00 


25 


1.17 


15.82 
— 115.56 


76.00 


14.76 


55.10 


19.15 


Rev. D. L. Rangoon, 
Burmah, 12 

Rock River Asso., Marengo, ch. 
81.76; Rockton, ch. 12.24; Still- 
a Valley, ch . 8; Lawrence, 

on Asso., Macomb, ch., Sab. 


Indiana, 


Coll. hogy M. Osgood, Dist. 


Sec’y 
Asso., Ebenezer, ch. 
Northern Indiana A: Asso., Kings- 
bury, Fa Yar, Soc., tow. 
sup. 0 ve ah, nat. pr 
Rev. B C. Thomas, Hienthada, 


Towa. 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. See’y., 
Davenport Asso., Blue Grass, ch. 
Keokuk Asso., ” Denmark, ch., 
Sab. sch., tow. sup. of nat. pr., 
care Rev. Stevens, Ran- 


Graham 


Michi 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec’y., 
Grand River Asso., Ionia, ch. 
Washtenaw Asso., Ann Arbor, 
ch., of wh. 25 is fr. Lawrence 
Noble, Esq., quar. pay., tow. 


82.30 


53.00 
8.15 
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—— 258.46 


sup. of nut. pr., care J. W. - 


Jo nson, Tie Chiu, China, and 
2.14 ir. Sab. sch., 


Minnesota. 

So. Minnesota Asso., LeRoy, ch., 
per A. J. Palmer, per Rev. 3: 
M. Osgood, Dist. Sec’y., 

Ohio. 

Hyattsville 2.75; Cleveland, Erie 
‘st. ch. 17.72; 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec’y., 

Caesars Creek Asso., Caesars 
Creek, ch. 

Miami Asso., Cincinnati, Ninth 
st. ch., tow. sup. of Rev. Wm. 
Ashmore, Swatow, China, 

Mohican Asso., Ashland, ch., In- 
fant class in Sab. sch. 

Wills Creek Asso., Salt Creek, 


ch, 


Wisconsin. 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. See’y., 
La Crosse Asso. , Salem, ch. 
Missouri. 
Westport, N. J. Parker 


Legacy. 
Freeport, Maine, Dea. Reuben 
Hatvey, S. Pratt, Exr., per 
Hosea Pierce Esq., 


89.75 


20.47 


10.40 


1015.56 


1.25 


8.00 


5.50 
—— 1053.18 


8.70 


10.00 


$3,798.35 


120.50 


918.85 


$3, 
Total from April 1 to July 31, 1864, $16,- 


522.10. 


5.45 
7.00 
af 
15.00 
2.30 
99.00 
8.00 
8.60 
— 18.90 
5.30 
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